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“We should seek forglveness frdm the wctlms of I988 judlmal CI’ISIS

By IAN MCINTYRE
Vsaf;m@\megmy con, my. ST

KOTA ‘BARU: The Federal Govem—'

ment musts‘make an open apology to
those victimised by the judicial crisis
in 1988 that led to the sacking of the

- then Lord President Tun Mohd Salleh = allegations of cprruptlon and abuse of

‘power, he said. -

Abbas, said newly—appomted de facto
- Law Minister Datuk Zaid Ibrahim.

* “We shiould seek forgiveness. In :

the eyes of the world, the judicial cri-

sis ‘has- weakened our: ]udlqary sys-"

tem,” he said. -
The Mlmster in the Prime Mm—

. inthe coun

-ister’s Department said that although -

the issue was 20 years old, an apolo-

" gy was needed as it was® wrongly
-handled and Tun Salleh s sacking was

inappropriate. - :
From 1988, Athe ]udlcxarys inde-
pendence was” eroded and led to

apology would be one of
his three maiz goals and would give a
mandate fora fresh chapter to unfold

said at a thanksgiving feast to mark
hlS appomtment asa federal minister.

Jjudiciaty system, Zaid-

HIS second goal would be. to

strengthen judicial mdependence :
and- the  delivery of justice by re-
vamping the appointment and pro-
- motion . process of the country's

judges and magistrates.
Capable judges of integrity were

‘important - to help - lure foreign .

- investors, who had, in the past,

expressed doubts about the country's |

judiciary, he said.

_'Abdullah Ahmad Badawi was serious
about revamping the’ judxqary and
makmg it trarisparent.- - .

- holders such as the Judges, Attorney-
. General, the ‘Bar Council and 1awf ‘
- enforcers such as the police;

" -compass,” said Zaid,.

The minister said hlS thxrd aimwas

to strengthen the  judiciary with the =

help and cooperation from all stake--

 Zaid said the judiciary must attract
the best minds and good legal officers

. who were only loyal to the law.

“Their loyalty should- not be to

- -politicians or. busmessmen
Zaid said Prime Mmlster Datuk Seri

“Their moral and :good Judglnent »
practices must be: guided by the Iegal‘ .

He added that this would restore

‘President and this led to local and

-the ‘Bar.Cotmgil, - Internatioga Com—f
~mission of Jurists meetmg

public trust in the; Judmary :
“.am not a play-safe: pohtlaan T

~want to accomplish things and de
- what is right for the country,” he said.

A sequence of political events led

" toTun Salleh's sacking after.a judicia-

ry-appointed -Commonwealth Tri--
bunal found hun guilty of “mlsbehav—
iour.” o

He was then dlsmlssed ‘

international protests, including from

the Law Asia’ Assocxatlon



