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"‘iAbdu]]ah Ahmad Badawi yesterday sprung' '

newsdesk@thesundany com

* afew.surprises in his-cabinetlineup, -
. dropping long-serving minisier and Umno -

v

“steerthe process of judicial reform:

Wanita chiel Datuk-Seri Rafidah Aziz and
bringing in layyer Datiik Zaid Ibrahlm to-

Other surprise inclusions were that of
outspoken Johor Baru MP Datuk Shahrir
Samad, who last served as a minister::

©.in; 1986 and quit as Backbernchers Club

-chairman two years: ago after supporting -

an OPPOSIUOII mOUOIl in parhament over

-the closedeone—eye‘MP issue, and former

~-Selangor mentri-besar Tan Sri- Muhammad

Muhammad Taib, Who was not fielded i in

the election.

‘Aside from Rafidah, another seven
mcumbent ministers Who had won the .
March 8 polls'were dropped 1 from the list:

- They are Datuk Dr Jamaluddin Jarjis;

) Datuk Tengku Adnan Tengku Mansor,

Datuk Seéri Azmi Khalid; Datuk Seri Radzi

: Shelkh Ahmad and Datuk Dr Abdullah Md

. Z1n

‘MCA pres1dent Datuk Serl Ong Ka
ng and vice-president Datuk Dr Fong

-Chan Onn are also out. Onghad said he -
‘would fiot hold-any post in the new cabinet

“because of the party’s poor performance

inthe polls while Fong has been rendered

mehgrble due to the party. congtitution: :
‘Ata packed press-conference yesterday,

: Abdnllah said his administration now has

68 members instead of 90 (ministers,- deputy

ministers-anid. parhamentary secretames),

; Wlth half of them: being new faces. -

The prime minister has scrapped the

& post of parliamentary secretary, forcing «

mmlsters and’ deputy mlmsters to answer Y

arlia Q(
admmlstrauon

: vmmlstnes erm 271026 by merglng Home

i years back:-

“Healso reduced the number of

-as he sald there have been

some: overlapplng of ]urlsdlctmns

‘ Agong earher yesterday, saw 16 new :

he 52—m1n1ster line=up Wh]ch had

““Razak who had received the st

~ -the election campaign.

- -accusations: But what s
- isno-.evidence of anythi L
,ﬁ about boxes of evidence but (in. actual fact)

rises

o ‘3 Uw§
naines, inc udmg seven fresh ones and nlne
promotions.

Said Abdullah: “The new cabinet.:

. reflects the power-sharing and consensus:
+ spirit within Barisan Nasional (BN). And :
- Tam confident this line-up is capable of

nnplementmg the government’s agenda

-properly and effectively.”

In his press conference, Abdullah spoke

7 con'why he included Zaid and former
"~ Maybank chief executive officer Datuk =
- Amirsham A. Aziz, as mlmsters in the Prnne
: Mlmster s Department. - =

“Zaid, the former Kota Baru MP was '
conv1cted of political corruption‘in 2006 and
suspended for 18 months afier Fefising to -

apologise to the party d1s01phrtﬂ?§ board.

However, hie had inrecent years spoken

- out.strongly on human rights and judicial -

reform matters, endearing him to non-

. governmental organisations.

#Zdid-will be responsible for legal

- matiers.and will be tasked to come out

: with suggestions on changes and judiciat
- reforms while Amirsham will be heading
' the Economic Planning Unit,” he said.

“Abdullah assured that his line-up-of- .

‘cabmet is'clean hased on the records of the :
* .~ Anti-Corruption Agency ‘(ACA) and police.

. However, a reporter asked him about the.
stamS of his deputy Datuk Serf Najib*Abdul -

g
attacks by the opposmon, espeélally durmg 1

““There hasbeenno- emden 3 tsoever’ :

y-to prove that Najib was involved 1 any .
~corruption practice. ‘Bven Datuk:Seri Anwar -

‘Ibrahim faced alot of: allegauons and :
portantis there
ing: People cantalk: -

theré- is'norie. Ihave the latest information *

“from the' ACA and pohce wvith regard to the j
“ various candldates ihe' added: -

on the p0331b1hty

_ ~n0—conﬁdence agamst hnn in the comlng
- annual general assembty; Abdullah said: " |
- “As'far asT'm concerned, T herei I have L

“heengiven a strong man ]

winning a two-thirds majority, I

- who will shirk my respons1bﬂ' or tu

_away from: the many. who:ha

n o c-and given me their-votes

o rsupport of Umno and BN




