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One footin

- DESPITE A BAD BACK AND FATIGUE FROI\/I TWO WEEKS
OF CRISS- CROSSING THE NATION, PARTI KEADILAN
RAKYAT (PKR) DE-FACTO LEADER AND FORI\/IER DEPUTY
PRII\/IE I\/IINISTER DATUK SERI ANWAR IBRAHII\/I 1S
ALL SI\/IILES FOLLOWING THE ALTERNATIVE FRONT S
,UNPRECEDENTED PERFORMANCE IN THE RECENT -

'GENERAL ELECTION AND HIS II\/IPENDING RETURN TO
ACTIVE POLITICS HE TELLS R. NADESWARAN AND

| TERENCE FERNANDEZ OF THE CHALLENGES IN GOING

INTO THE POLLS AND THE EVEN BIGGER TESTS AHEAD
: € aua —

) Nades: One of your blggest power; 1t isa d]fferent story we will take over the whole
- challenges was (prior to_ altogether. . government. We crossed the
- the elections) getting a Anwar: What happened i in “- one-third mark a long time
cohesive team. You had Perak is less problematm ago. - . o e
three different parties with (than those) in Perlis and ) . Sl -
‘three different ideologies.. . Terengganu (laughs). Because . ‘Nades: Reading your
How did you manage to . the media is controlled by comments in a Singapore

umte and convinee them on mtemew, we said maybe, 2
. Anwar is overconfide
_Anwar is sounding cocky i
that he canformthe R
- government. g
- Anwar: The,interview in
.Singapore was given after they
cancelled the indelible ink .
and the reason they cancelled

- them; thatis why the focus is.
on Perak and Selangor. . -
But 1 don’t dény. that there

aré problems. Even within
‘Keadilan, wé have contendmg
- candidates, the DAP:and PAS -
~also have issues. ‘Butin the
case of Perak, understand

e problem PAS had-the least
number of seats so natural

. edglng towards tiat (v
the electmn) ‘We had passed
(But) Why does th medla . 7
this huge iss e" We: - Edgmg about
iti i “shift; and theykn that

-~ they had 3-4 6:-votes to eheal.

‘So-imagine if they had used the :
~-Ank? And the postal votes? We
-~ Would have Won easﬂy

P Nades. Should the postal
votes be abolished as . -
. We are. not at war or in
“‘emergency. It was (mostly)
‘meant for our servicemen .
in the junigles during the
“Em rgency and the war

non—Malays and tvvo fal ys"
To have a snmlar arran,

DAP they. Inade
--And lhaye to reoor_d my.

contrary to g
* thatthe eollaboratlon ismerely
prior to ‘elections or prlor to A
- forming a‘governient ... :
SO Ma

: P

and faJr manner. These. people
.. they virtually haye robbed -
the peopleof their -
ovotes

~isa very 1mportan begin
_“We sat/down.and discuss
i hours and Jooked at the issies |

" of the elechons o
- where isan
' 2o Rakyad took: five
Terence. It seems:{ that - states and Kuala -
when you go into elections: Lumpur? You
- ‘itis easy to have a .. ‘mever expected -
~common front. But like - the results.
. what happened in Perak - Anwar Twas

shows that once you gain very conﬁdent tﬁat

resolved.”

. Shahrizat Abdul Jalil), there

- Like in Setiawangsa (which .
. was won by Datuk Serl
_‘Zulhasnan Rafique) .. '

: n?Then came: 14 000 postal

Terence. We cannot prove
this but is theéte any truth
that in Lembah Pantai, .

where'’your daughTErNurul

Izzah was contesting (and
won against Datuk Seri

weré shinilar attempis?
-Anwar: Yes. But there was not

. “enoughto go-around. In.Teluk
Kemang 7,000 postal voles -

were brought in, still our guys
nanaged to win. :
Which means the number
supporting us is:big. That's
why 1 said, we willwinif -
we get 55% Even during the
campaign | said-you wantto.

: wm Wlth 50%, forget 1t'

_Nades' I-Iow are you, gomg

“~to pul your economic plan p

into action while: dealmg

“with the sensitive’ topm of -

21 shuns.

~Wehave -
Chinese - .

-~ .voting for PAS, -

- Malays voting

- for DARThe
“people have

- spoken. They

said loolk; we -

want a cohe- - BN compone
. . keeping mum.

Sive-Opposi-

tion, so.today, -
so-called .

contentious:

. jssuesof the -

past, like the

“{slamic State

and Hudud -
have been-

~the NEP?

Anwar:1 drafted tbe MEA -

- (Malaysian-Economic Agenda) ‘

ayear ago and gave a detailed
explanation to civil servants
- about what we have planned

- Tor the poor dand nifarginalised. .
Malaysz Chinese and Indians.

We should start with regammg

~our competitiveness which we
- “have lost; and atiract ‘more

foreign: d}rect investment, We'
. have tabuild the-economy
upwards. With that in mmd

" then 'we can talk about -

,dlstnbutlve ]usuce and eqmty

: Terélce' It seems’that

only Umno:i 1s op) osmg

You’see eVen 1 Umn

grassroots !
1 Wﬂl be meetmg

\/ B
leaders to eXplaln this. |

¢ was portrayed negatively by

Utusan Malaysia. They were

‘demonising us, saying that we
- are traitors to the Malays. "

“That’s interesting, “l am a
traitor to the Malays”. I have
n6t taken one share, no faxi. ”

‘. -permit, no contract: inthe -

naine of bumiptitra and all

‘those so-called-champions of - .

Malays have taken hiundreds of
taxi permits, APs and contracts-
by the. hundreds of millions- of ’

. ringgit, -

-So I said don’t enter into thlS

- (argument) otherwise I'will
. smashi them hard: Don’t use
. the racial card. If you say you -

are concerned about the NEP, .
it's okay we can argue, we .

" can-discuss this but:don’t start:

‘¢condemmningus. I've appealed

" {0 them to stop this.

Reviewing the NEP is ot
just (DAP secretary-general

-~ and Penang Chief Minister)

Lim Guan Eng’s view; of

- course in my mind we s should .
. “craft the words properly. -

 Coming from a Chinese .

~they would. 1mmed1ately play -

the racial card.
It is unfair to Guan Eng,

. -although Twould have advised

him not to touch on the NEP,
but it was unfair to h1m .
because his words were taken
out of context. He did say it was
“for-the poor of all races. =" -

Nades: Closer to Selangor, -
what changes can we expect
from the e¥ government"v :

“the. reports Thave;’

lions of ~r1ngg1t are iterally




