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Resolve 'Allah' issue by 
mediation, says Pairin 
KOTA K I N A B A L U : The best 
way to resolve the conflict over 
the use of "Allah" is through 
consultation or mediation, 
said Parti Bersatu Sabah pres-
ident Datuk Seri Joseph Pairin 
Kitingan. 

He said as the case was 
already in court and the 
prospect of the plaintiffs with-
drawing the suit was slim, PBS 
wanted to see proper consul-
tations among the parties to 
reach an amicable solution. 

He also expressed regret 
that the conflict had gone to 
court in the first place but 
added that he understood the 
circumstances behind it. 

Pairin said he sympathised 
with Prime Minister Datuk 
Seri Najib Razak who had to 
make tough decisions in light 
of the sensitivity of the issue 

and the conflicting demands 
and expectations of various 
groups. 

Speaking at the swearing-in 
of elected and appointed PBS 
supreme council members on 
Monday, Pairin said it was a 
complex issue and any po-
sition taken by the govern-
ment was bound to please 
some and displease others. 

He also welcomed the state-
ment by Minister in the Prime 
Minister's Department Datuk 
Seri Mohd Nazri Abdul Aziz 
that non-Muslims in Sabah and 
Sarawak would be allowed to 
use "Allah" in their prayers, 
saying it was "acceptable and 
should be considered". 

He said there had been sug-
gestions that the controversy 
surrounding the use of "Allah" 
was a problem unique to 

Peninsular Malaysia and not 
Sabah and Sarawak. 

"If viewed from this angle, 
then the statement by Nazri 
offers a clue as to the possible 
solution to the problem," he 
said, adding that federal lead-
ers should take note of the 
need for proper consultations 
with the relevant parties. 

Pairin said he was con-
cerned as the issue has been 
politicised, following state-
ments by Pas and Parti Kead-
ilan Rakyat that they accepted 
the use of "Allah" by Chris-
tians. 

He also said it was best to 
speak less on the issue so as 
not to aggravate the situation. 

He also advised PBS mem-
bers not to read too much into 
what they see or read in the 
media. 


