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' S u r a u arsonis ts jus t 
seek ing pub l i c i t y ' 
PUTRAJAYA : The four men 
arrested in connection with 
the arson attempts at two 
surau in Muar were "simply 
seeking public attention". 

Home Minister Datuk Seri 
Hishammuddin Hussein said 
Deputy Inspector-General of 
Police Tan Sr i Ismail Omar had 
told h im the four had acted on 
their own. 

"Based on police findings, 
the arson attempts can be 
construed as an unscrupulous 
act by irresponsible young 
men who were seeking public 
attention." he said in a state-
ment yesterday. 

Hishammuddin lauded po-
lice for their efficient, thor-
ough and fair investigation on 
the incident, which led to 
the arrest of four men, in-
cluding the son of a police-
man. 

The culprits, aged between 
16 and 28, were detained at 
separate locations within 48 
hours of the arson attempts on 

the surau in Ja lan Ismail 
Omar and Jalan Salleh on 
Thursday. 

Hishammuddin urged the 
police to beef up security in 
those areas to ensure nothing 
untoward recurred. 

He added that police should 
meet local community watch 
groups to forge closer ties and 
curb crime. 

Meanwhile, Datuk Seri Ong 
Tee Keat had directed his po-
litical secretary, Simon L im, to 
assess the situation after the 
arson attempts at the two 
surau, out of concern over the 
incident. 

The report made by L im to 
his boss showed that the sit-
uation in the district was calm, 
with residents of all races sup-
porting the government's ef-
forts to weed out any element 
which could undermine uni-
ty 

L im said the Bakr i MCA di-
vision had pledged to support 
its president on any action 

plan to improve race rela-
tions. 

He added that he would pro-
pose to Ong that the party 
president provide an alloca-
tion to repair the two dam-
aged surau. 

He commended the police 
for their quick action in nab-
bing four suspects within 48 
hours. 

Accompanied by division 
chairman Sia K ia Tuan and 
committee members, L im held 
talks with the surau committee 
and local community leaders 
in Jalan Ismail and later in 
Park Beting yesterday. 

Surau Siratul Rah im Ja lan 
Ismail committee cha i rman 
Sehat Atan said the init ial 
tease situation aris ing from 
the arson attempts had re-
turned to normal following 
the arrest of the four sus-
pects. 

He thanked all those who 
gave donations to repair the 
surau. 


