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N o c o n s e n s u s f r o m 
M u s l i m N G O s a t m e e t i n g 
PETALING JAYA: Key M u s l i m 
groups are d i v ided ove r w h e t h e r 
to reject or accept the H i g h Cour t 
ru l i ng on the use o f the t e r m 
" A l l a h " in the Herald. 

This is the scenar io f o l l ow ing a 
m e e t i n g hos ted by PKR leader 
Datuk Sen A n w a r Ib rah im to d is-
cuss the issue on M o n d a y night , 
w h i c h ended w i t h o u t the consen-
sus he had hoped for, w i t h one 
s ide a d a m a n t that the t e r m is 
exc lus i ve to M u s l i m s a n d the 
o ther s ide advoca t i ng an o p e n 
m i n d . 

PAS v ice -p res iden t Sa lahudd in 
A y o b said s o m e groups w e r e very 
f i rm that the Quran d i d not forb id 
n o n - M u s l i m s f r o m u s i n g the 
te rm. 

He said the groups a lso saw the 
issue as an oppor tun i t y to bet ter 
exp la in Is lam to n o n - M u s l i m s . 

O t h e r g r o u p s , m e a n w h i l e , 
feared i t w o u l d open the f lood-
gates to greater con fus ion a m o n g 
M u s l i m s a n d w e r e concerned that 
the t e r m m igh t be m iscons t rued 
a n d used inappropr ia te ly by n o n -
M u s l i m s . 

T h e g r o u p s , w h i c h a t t e n d e d 
the m e e t i n g that w a s he ld a t 
A n w a r ' s h o u s e , i n c l u d e d P K R , 
J a m a a h Is lah M a l a y s i a , Pe rsa tuan 
U l a m a M a l a y s i a , M u s l i m Y o u t h 
League M a l a y s i a a n d Teras, 

Teras p res iden t M o h d A z m i 
A b d u l A z i z s t ressed the t e r m was 
cent ra l to the sens i t i v i t ies o f 
M u s l i m s in the country . 

"The M u s l i m N G O s are no t 

against each o ther but we di f fer 
i n ou r v i e w on the i m p l i c a t i o n o f 
the issue on the fu ture o f M u s l i m s 
as w e l l as the co -ex i s tence of 
M u s l i m s a n d n o n - M u s l i m s i n the 
coun t ry , " sa id M o h d A z m i . 

A n w a r , w h o s e par ty s tands 
w i t h PAS in suppor t i ng the cour t 
dec is ion , had ca l led the mee t ing 
to hear out the concerns of these 
groups. 

The M u s l i m non -gove rnmen ta l 
organisat ions are qu i te power fu l 
op in ion shapers and he is anx ious 
to get t h e m beh ind PKR and PAS 
on this issue. 

There w a s a lso a suggest ion 
that p o l l i n g agency M e r d e k a 
Centre be asked to gauge op in ions 
on the matter , but some felt a 
survey on such a sensi t ive mat ter 
cou ld lead to m o r e cont roversy. 

M e r d e k a C e n t r e d i r e c t o r 
Ib rah im Suff ian, w h o was present, 
sa id the sp l i t i n o p i n i o n w a s 
" rooted in fundamenta l insecur i -
t ies w h i c h M a l a y leaders mus t 
c o m e to te rms w i t h " . 

"The d i s c u s s i o n se rved to 
demarca te the pos i t i on o f the 
var ious groups, a l though i t w o u l d 
have been qui te di f ferent i f the 
more hard l ine personal i t ies w e r e 
inv i ted . 

"The p o l e m i c g o i n g on a lso 
under l ines M a l a y concerns and 
insecur i t ies s ince the M a r c h 8 
genera l e lec t ion, " said Ibrah im. 

PAS pres ident Datuk Ser i Had i 
A w a n g cou ld not m a k e i t because 
he was overseas. 


