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S H A H A L A M : T h e Se langor 
g o v e r n m e n t w i l l d e c l a s s i f y 
m i n u t e s o f state e x e c u t i v e 
c o u n c i l m e e t i n g s p e r t a i n i n g 
t o l a n d a n d f u n d s a l l o c a t e d 
to the P o v e r t y E r a d i c a t i o n 
F o u n d a t i o n . 

M e n t r i B e s a r T a n S r i 
A b d u l K h a l i d I b r a h i m sa id a 
detailed report o n h o w m u c h 
w a s al located - a n d the p u r -
poses for w h i c h i t w a s meant 
w i l l be released by the end of 
this m o n t h . 

" S i n c e the state g o v e r n -
m e n t has g i v e n its l a n d a n d 
f u n d s to the f o u n d a t i o n to 
c a r r y out pro jec t s a n d p r o -
g r a m m e s for the p o o r o v e r 
the last 10 y e a r s , we h a v e a 
right to k n o w h o w they w e r e 
used a n d spent. 

T h i s is to e n s u r e that the 
target g r o u p o b t a i n e d the 
m a x i m u m benefits," he said. 

T h e state execut ive c o u n -
c i l m e e t i n g o n O c t 2 0 last 
year dec ided that at least t w o 
state representat ives s h o u l d 
sit on the foundat ion 's board 
of trustees. 

I t w a s d e c i d e d that the 
best candidates w o u l d be the 

m e n t r i b e s a r a s c h a i r m a n 
and the state executive c o u n -
c i l l o r in charge of we l fare as 
a board m e m b e r . 

A s ta tement f r o m the 
m e n t r i besar 's of f ice o n 
J a n 7 s a i d , the state w a s 
w o r r i e d a b o u t the l a c k o f 
t ransparency in e n s u r i n g the 
foundat ion 's resources w e r e 
m a n a g e d prudent ly . 

T h i s i n c l u d e s 181ha o f 
l a n d i n Serendah. 

A b d u l K h a l i d s a i d , i n 
a d d i t i o n to e n s u r i n g c h e c k s 
a n d b a l a n c e s o n h o w the 
resources w e r e used, the in-
v o l v e m e n t of the state w o u l d 
a l l o w the foundat ion to have 
m o r e c lout a n d resources to 
effect ively c a r r y out w e l f a r e 
p r o g r a m m e s . 

" T h e state's a p p o i n t -
m e n t of the m e n t r i besar as 
c h a i r m a n , and the execut ive 
c o u n c i l l o r i n c h a r g e o f w e l -
fare as a board m e m b e r w a s 
based o n the status a n d not 
the personal i ty , " he said. 

T h e m o v e w a s also i n l i n e 
w i t h the state's e n d e a v o u r to 
p r o m o t e t r a n s p a r e n c y a n d 
accountabi l i ty , he said. 

A s k e d w h a t k i n d o f abuses 
the state w a s c o n c e r n e d 
about , A b d u l K h a l i d r e -

sponded: " D o y o u k n o w h o w 
m a n y houses the f o u n d a t i o n 
had built for the poor?" 

I n r e s p o n s e t o the " n o " 
to his quest ion, he s a i d : " W e 
also do not k n o w , a n d this i s 
w h y w e w a n t t o f ind out h o w 
the l a n d a n d f u n d s w e h a v e 
al located are be ing used. " 

A s k e d w h a t the state 
w i l l do i f the board does not 
agree to the state's i n v o l v e -
ment in the f o u n d a t i o n , a n d 
i f th is w i l l m e a n the state 
w i l l resort t o m e a s u r e s l i k e 
r e v o k i n g the assets g i v e n to 
the foundat ion, A b d u l K h a l i d 
s a i d : " T h e y c a n d o so, b u t 
w e s t i l l w a n t t o k n o w h o w 
the resources we have g i v e n 
t h e m have been used . " 

T h e P o v e r t y E r a d i c a t i o n 
F o u n d a t i o n w a s set up m o r e 
than 10 years ago by the then 
state g o v e r n m e n t to c a r r y 
out pover ty e r a d i c a t i o n a n d 
wel fare p r o g r a m m e s . 

In a s ta tement to t h e 
m e d i a o n T u e s d a y , A b d u l 
K h a l i d ' s p o l i t i c a l s e c r e t a r y 
N i k N a z m i N i k A h m a d s a i d 
the state w a n t s the f o u n d a -
t ion to re lease a d e t a i l e d 
a u d i t repor t on its ac t iv i t i e s 
as n o n e w a s m a d e a v a i l a b l e 
over the past f ive years. 
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