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K U A L A L U M P U R : M i n i s t e r 
in the P r ime Minister ' s Depart -
m e n t D a t u k Ser i M o h d N a z r i 
A z i z , w h o c o m m e n t e d last 
w e e k that n o n - M u s l i m s i n 
Sabah a n d Sa rawak shou ld be 
a l l owed to use the w o r d A l l ah , 
sa id yesterday that those in 
P e n a n g a n d the Fede ra l T e r -

r i tor ies cou ld also use the w o r d 
as there is no state enac tment 
to prohib i t its usage. 

T h e Cons t i tu t i on c l e a r l y 
says no re l i g ion , except for Is-
l a m , can be propagated a m o n g 
the M u s l i m s , M o h d Naz r i , w h o 
is the de facto l a w m in i s t e r , 
to ld reporters after l a u n c h i n g 
the pub l i c transport c onsumer 
r i gh t s a w a r e n e s s c a m p a i g n 
here. 

He sa id that s ince re l ig ious 
matters come unde r the state, 
a n d to g ive effect to the re-
qu i r ement of the Const i tu t ion , 
every state w i t h a s u l t a n as 
the head o f I s l am has its o w n 
enactment on the propagat ion 
of Is lam, except for Penang, the 
Federa l Terr i tor ies, Sabah and 
Sarawak. 

" In Selangor (for example ) , 
( non -Mus l ims ) cannot use the 

w o r d A l l a h because there i s 
a l ready a l a w to this effect in 
the C o n s t i t u t i o n , but in the 
Federa l Te r r i t o r i es , Penang , 
Sabah and Sarawak , we s t i l l 
c an , " he said. 

M o h d N a z r i r e i t e ra ted 
that the H i g h C o u r t dec is ion 
o n D e c 31, w h i c h g ran ted 
p e r m i s s i o n to Herald, the 
Ca tho l i c week ly newspaper , 
to use the w o r d A l l a h on the 
grounds that it was not e x c lu -
s ive to Is lam, shou ld on ly be 
effective in Sabah, Sa rawak , 
Penang and the Federa l T e r -
r i tories. 

" I wen t to the c h u r c h e s 
ou ts ide K u c h i n g a n d Ro ta 
K i n a b a l u . I t i s t rue that in 
Sabah a n d S a r a w a k , they 
ac tua l l y use the w o r d A l l a h 
in their sermons and this has 
been a pract ice for so m a n y 
years. So that was w h y , even 
i f i t is against the w i s h of J a -
k i m (Depar tment o f I s l am i c 
Deve l opmen t Ma lays i a ) , m y 
o p i n i o n is that i t has been 
the c u l t u r e for Sabah a n d 
S a r a w a k , (so) let i t be , " he 
said. 

" I do not th ink we s h o u l d 
pass a l a w in S a b a h a n d 

Sarawak ... even the M u s l i m s 
there are f a m i l i a r w i t h the 
s i tua t i on , hut here ( P en in -
s u l a r M a l a y s i a ) i s di f ferent 
as there are a l ready l a w s in 
n ine out of 11 states." 

He said the home min is ter 
issued the ban to ensure that 
al l the states in the pen insu la 
were in l i e w i t h this restric-
tion. 

M o h d N a z r i sa id he be-
l i e v ed the d e c i s i on by H i g h 
C o u r t judge D a t u k L a u Bee 
L a n w a s w r o n g " b e cause 
she s h o u l d no t be d e c i d i n g 
o n w h e t h e r the w o r d c a n 
be used or not because the 
h o m e min is ter has the power 
u n d e r the Ac t to o rde r the 
ban in Herald'. 

"She said the min is ter d id 
not produce enough evidence 
... h o w c o u l d y o u p r o d u c e 
e n o u g h ev idence w h e n the 
o r d e r is p r e ven t i v e in na-
ture? You canno t wai t u n t i l 
churches are burn t and lives 
are lost then only y o u wan t to 
m a k e an order. 

"I p e r sona l l y say that 
the judge w a s w r o n g . F o r 
example , the stepping on the 
c o w head i n c i d e n t . . . I have 

not done a n y t h i n g w r o n g 
u n d e r the l a w for s t epp ing 
on a cow's head but because 
7% of the populat ion are H i n -
dus , w e m u s t respect the i r 
sensit iv i ty , that was w h y the 
(peop le a l l e ged l y invo l v ed ) 
w e r e c h a r g e d u n d e r the 
Sedit ion Act even though it is 
not w r o n g to step on a cow's 
head. 

"So, do not tell me that you 
cannot cons ider the sensitiv-
ity of the M u s l i m s ? " 

M o h d N a z r i a lso s a i d i t 
is a l l r i g h t to t rans la te the 
B i b l e in to M a l a y because i t 
i s the na t i ona l l anguage but 
G o d shou ld be referred to as 
T u h a n . 

He sa id i t was the Catho l i c 
a r chb i shop and pub l i she r o f 
Herald Tan S r i M u r p h y P a -
k i a m w h o brought the A l l a h 
case to cour t , w h i c h left the 
g o v e r n m e n t w i t h no cho i c e 
but to f o l l o w the j u d i c i a r y 
s y s t e m ins t ead o f r e s o l v i n g 
the issue outside the court. 

"It is too late now and we 
have to use the court system," 
h e sa id w h e n asked i f the 
g o v e r n m e n t w a s w i l l i n g t o 
w i t h d r a w the court appeal. 
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