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K U A L A L U M P U R : T h e 
Transpor t M i n i s t r y has ca l l ed 
off the p u r c h a s e o f s e cond -
h a n d D i e s e l M u l t i p l e U n i t s 
( D M U s ) w o r t h R M 6 4 m i l l i o n 
f r o m S p a i n after c r i t i c i s m s 
f rom var ious quarters, P u b l i c 
A c c o u n t s C o m m i t t e e ( P A C ) 
c h a i r m a n D a t u k Se r i A z m i 
K h a l i d disclosed yesterday. 

He d id not specify the r ea -
son for the cance l la t ion of the 
purchase o f the e ight t ra ins , 
each w o r t h m o r e t h a n R M 7 
mi l l i on . 

Howeve r , T r a n s p o r t M i n -
ister Datuk Seri O n g Tee Keat 
expla ined later the dec is ion to 
cancel the contract was made 
after the s u p p l i e r f a i l ed to 
del iver the units. 

A z m i to ld r epor t e rs a t 
Par l iament, whe re he cha i r ed 
a P A C meet ing , the d e c i s i o n 
to cance l the p u r c h a s e of the 
D M U s was m a d e i n D e c e m -
ber. 

"They have the i r ra t iona le 

for the dec i s i on but I c anno t 
r evea l a n y t h i n g yet as we do 
not have the complete details. 
We have asked for more infor-
mat ion , " he said. 

I t was reported in October 
last year that Kere tap i T a n a h 
M e l a y u B h d ( R T M B ) h a d 
p l a n n e d to buy the s e cond -
h a n d D M U s f rom Spain. 

R T M B was said to have opt-
ed for the second-hand D M U s 
- t ra ins c o m p r i s i n g m u l t i p l e 
carr iages powered by one or 
more onboard diese l engines 
- because of cash constraints. 

The D M U s had been meant 
for use as a stop-gap measure 
t o so lve K T M ' s c o m m u t e r 

woes. 
T h e i ssue w a s r a i s e d i n 

P a r l i a m e n t a n d c a m e u n d e r 
fire f rom several MPs . 

A z m i sa id P A C h a d a s k e d 
the Transport Min is t ry to pro-
vide written informat ion but it 
cou ld not supply i t in t ime for 
yesterday's meeting, where the 
dec is ion on the purchase , the 
procedures and other related 
matters were discussed. 

Tes t i f y ing before the P A C 
was the min is t ry ' s act ing sec-
re tary -genera l , D a t u k L o n g 
See Woo i . 

" P A C has no t t aken any 
dec is ion ye t O u r investigation 
is focused on the d e c i s i o n -

m a k i n g process, especial ly on 
the dec i s i on to p u r c h a s e a n d 
the dec i s i on to c a n c e l , " A z m i 
said. 

A g r e e i n g that there w a s 
u rgency to p u r c h a s e the 
s e cond -hand D M U s , h e sa id : 
" T h e r e is u r gency , there is a 
need to cater to the d e m a n d 
of the passengers because the 
capacity is inadequate. That is 
w h y we have compla ints f rom 
the publ ic . 

" I f we w a n t to o rde r 
n e w ones, i t w o u l d take t w o 
years." 

A s k e d w h e t h e r n e w loco -
mot i v es w i l l b e p u r c h a s e d , 
A z m i said: " R T M B has decided 

not to go on w i th the purchase. 
It is conv inced that it can do a 
lot of r e furb ish ing but a lot of 
money is needed to re furb ish 
o ld ones." 

He said R T M B has 26 c o m -
muter trains and also hybr ids 
that c an use both D M U s 
a n d E l e c t r i c M u l t i p l e Un i t s 
(EMUs ) . 

Howeve r , there are 32 
t ra ins that are " i n o p e r a b l e " 
because they are in v a r i o u s 
stages of repair and need to be 
refurbished. 

Ong, w h o spoke to reporters 
after l a u n c h i n g a road safety 
campaign, themed "Buckle up, 
it is the law",' in c on juc t i on 

w i t h Ch ines e N e w Year , sa id 
the contract w a s t e r m i n a t e d 
in the second h a l f o f last year 
and the min is t ry h a d received 
conf irmat ion f rom the F inance 
Min is t ry . 

"I d id not have a chance to 
exp l a in the s i tuat ion as I was 
on leave," he said. 

He sa id a d e c i s i o n w a s 
m a d e to c o m b i n e the a l l o ca -
tion for the D M U s w i t h the al-
locat ion for the i m p r o v e m e n t 
o f pub l i c t ranspor t u n d e r the 
N a t i o n a l R e y Resu l t A r e a s 
(NKRA ) budget . 

" In this way, we have m u c h 
m o r e resources to s p e n d for 
the i m p r o v e m e n t o f p u b l i c 
transportation," he said. 

O n g defended the gove rn -
ment's or ig ina l dec is ion to ac-
quire the used D M U s , say ing i t 
was not "scrap meta l " . 

"It is not easy to p u r c h a s e 
n e w D M U s a s i t w o u l d take 
not less than two years . It is 
not scrap meta l , I assure y ou . 
I w i l l s h o w y o u one day , " he 
sa id , a d d i n g that the t ra ins 
hav e a life expec tancy of 15 
years. 
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