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Tun Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad meeting 
g u e s t s a t a n 
ummah gathering 
in Tasek Gelugor 
yesterday. With him 
is Minister in the 
Prime Minister's 
Department Tan Sri 
Nor Mohamed 
Yakcop (right). 

Dr M says 
he did not 
seek aid 
ALLEGATIONS: Former PM w a n t s proof 
he wro te to t h e World Bank during 
financial crisis 

MELISSA DARLYNE CHOW 
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TU N D r M a h a t h i r M o -
h a m a d h a s c a l l e d o n d e 
f a c t o o p p o s i t i o n l e a d e r 

D a t u k Seri A n w a r I b r a h i m t o 
s h o w p r o o f t h a t h e h a d s e c r e t l y 
w r i t t e n t o t h e World B a n k a s k i n g 
for a id d u r i n g t h e 1997 t o 1 9 9 8 
f inancia l cr i s i s . 

T h e f o r m e r p r i m e m i n i s t e r 
a s k e d Anwar , w h o w a s t h e f i -
n a n c e m i n i s t e r i n 1997, t o s h o w 
t h e l e t ter p u r p o r t e d l y w r i t t e n b y 
h i m (Dr M a h a t h i r ) . 
' ' I a sk t h a t h e s h o w t h e le t ter , i f 
t h e r e i s any. I w a s t h e o n e w h o 
re jec ted t h e Wor ld B a n k , " D r M a -
h a t h i r sa id . 

"The World B a n k w a s p e r s i s -
t e n t a n d t h e y w a n t e d t o g i v e 
(a id) t o us . W e s a i d n o . I f w e h a d 
a c c e p t e d , w e w o u l d h a v e b e -
c o m e s l a v e s t o t h o s e w h o h e l p e d 
us." 

Dr M a h a t h i r w a s s p e a k i n g at a 
p r e s s c o n f e r e n c e a f t e r a d d r e s s -
i n g an ummah g a t h e r i n g at SMK 
A g a m a A l - I r s h a d h e r e y e s t e r -
day. 

P r e s e n t w e r e M i n i s t e r i n t h e 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r ' s D e p a r t m e n t 
T a n Sri N o r M o h a m e d Y a k c o p 
a n d P e n a n g M a l a y s A s s o c i a t i o n 
( P e m e n a n g ) p r e s i d e n t D a t u k 

Seri M o h d Y u s s o f Lat i f f . 
N o r M o h a m e d s a i d h e h a d 

s e e n D r M a h a t h i r t e l l i n g s e v e r a l 
World B a n k o f f i c e r s , w h o were 
p e r s i s t e n t t h a t t h e c o u n t r y take 
t h e f i n a n c i a l a id , t o g e t o u t o f h i s 
r o o m . 

I t w a s r e p o r t e d t h a t A n w a r , 
d u r i n g a s p e e c h at a d i n n e r to 
d i s c u s s t h e E c o n o m i c T r a n s f o -
m a t i o n P r o g r a m m e o r g a n i s e d 
b y t h e S e l a n g o r g o v e r n m e n t , 
h a d c l a i m e d t h a t D r M a h a t h i r 
h a d w r i t t e n t o t h e Wor ld B a n k 
s e e k i n g a id d u r i n g t h e f i n a n c i a l 
cr i s i s . 

Earl ier in h i s s p e e c h at the 
g a t h e r i n g , Dr M a h a t h i r s a i d di f -
f e r e n c e s a m o n g M u s l i m s o c -
c u r r e d d u e t o d i f f e r e n c e s i n p o -
l i t ical u n d e r s t a n d i n g , a n d be 
c a u s e o f t h a t , M u s l i m s 
w e r e d i v i d e d a n d b e c a m e e n -
e m i e s . 

H e e x p r e s s e d s a d n e s s the 
p o l i t i c s w a s d i v i d i n g t h e M u s -
l i m s , n o t i n g t h a t t h e r e w a s n o 
s u c h t h i n g d u r i n g t h e c o l o n i a l 
d a y s . 

"Today, t h e d i s u n i t y a m o n g 
M u s l i m s b e c a u s e o f p o l i t i c a l be -
l i e f s i s s o d e e p t h a t w e c a n n o t 
c r o s s t h e b r i d g e t o u n i t e o u r -
s e l v e s w i t h o t h e r M u s l i m 
b r e t h r e n . 

"Yes, w e h a v e d i f f e r e n t p o -
l i t ical u n d e r s t a n d i n g , b u t this 
s h o u l d n o t d i v i d e us." 
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