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Dr M: BN ina good
position to win

PUTRAJAYA: Former PrimeMinister Tun Dr
Mahathir Mohamad said yesterday that Barisan
Nasional (BN) isin agood positiontowinthe
next gener al election.

The question, however, iswhether BN will
obtain amajority, he said, asaweak
gover nment would be attacked by the
opposition.

"1 think they arebusy campaigningto make
surethey canwin. The Umno General
Assembly was quite good, the response was
quitegood. It lookslikeUmnoisnow back to
being popular with the people," hesaid at the
Perdana L eader ship Foundation.

Mahathir said the election might be held
sometime next year, although the Parliament is
not dueto end itsterm until 2013,

"If theelectionisheld tooearly, statesunder
opposition control might not want to go
through with it because they want to retain
those states and makeabid for other states.
Maybe that would be their strategy. But if the
election isheld very near the end of theterm,
thereisno benefit for them. Sothey will haveto
cometogether, havetheelection together. It is
up to the government to consider this,'" hesaid.

Asked whether Opposition Leader Datuk
Seri Anwar lIbrahim'scourt casewill play arole
inthe next election, Mahathir said: ''Oneway or
another hewill play arole" - Bernama



