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Development important, but not at 
expense of environment - Azizan 
1 * 
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LANGKAWI - "We are different, but 
we share a c o m m o n interest" was a 
statement made by Kedah Menteri 
Besar Dato Seri Azizan Abdul Razak, 
and this saw former premier Tun Dr 
Maha th i r M o h a m a d , nodd ing in 
agreement. 

"We a r e b o t h aware o f the 
importance of development projects 
that does not pollute and damage 
the environment," said Azizan at the 
ground breaking ceremony of a new 
135 meter tower to be built on the 
resort island recently. 

Also p r e s e n t was Blackrock 
C o n s t r u c t i o n Sdn Bhd chief 
executive officer Dato' Abu Hassan 
M o h a m e d , t h e c o m p a n y 
undertaking the project. 

The state government has always 
been supportive of any development 
project that could be enjoyed by the 
locals in addition to bringing in lucrative 
income to the people, said Azizan. 

According to him, Langkawi has 
a l so b e c o m e a m a j o r t o u r i s t 

destination after Batu Feringghi in 
Pulau Pinang and Port Dickson in 
Negeri Sembilan failed to pull in 
crowds, he continued. 

"The uniqueness of Langkawi 
would be maintained, by placing 
special significance on the aspect of 
t o u r i s m d e v e l o p m e n t a n d t h e 
environment," said Azizan. 

Azizan said that there would also 
be more budget hotels constructed 
in Kuah t o w n to ca t e r to t h e 
domes t i c tour i s t s who are m o r e 
likely to be interested in shopping. 

"This landmark tower will be 
the newest tourist attraction to the 
i s land a n d has t h e po ten t i a l t o 
l eng then tour i s t s ' s tay here," he 
added. 

Dr Mahathir said the idea of a 
tower for Langkawi was first mooted 
more than 20 years ago. 

The project has gone ahead after 
securing an injection of funds from 
the f ede ra l g o v e r n m e n t a n d 
receiving the suppor t of the state 
government, he said. 

"Even though there has been 
massive development in Langkawi, 
the environmental aspect has not 

been neglected, in fact one would be 
able to see the Lake of the Pregnant 
Ma iden (Tasik Dayang Bun t ing) 
f rom this tall tower," said Mahathir. 

"I have been given the honour 
of naming the tower, but have not 
come up with anything suitable," he 
said. 

Abu Hassan said that work to 
reclaim 11.2ha at Kuah Beach will 
begin next month. 

C o n s t r u c t i o n wil l b e g i n i n 
March, and the tower is expected to 
be completed within 24 months, he 
said. 

Good governance 

In a related development , the 
Su l t an of Kedah, Sul tan Abdu l 
Halim Mu'adzam Shah has praised 
t h e K e d a h M e n t e r i Besa r f o r 
m a n a g i n g t h e s t a t e wel l a n d 
i m p l e m e n t i n g i m p r o v e m e n t s t o 
e n s u r e a b e t t e r l i v ing f o r t h e 
people. 

"My government has given its 
fu l l c o o p e r a t i o n to all p a r t i e s 
involved in ensuring the success of 
development projects for the sake of 

the people," he said. 
The Sultan said this in his speech 

at the investiture in con junc t ion 
with his 83rd birthday anniversary 
at the Istana Anak Bukit recendy. 

This has given the confidence to 
inves to r s and the b u s i n e s s 
communi ty to do business here, for 
e x a m p l e i n t h e m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
sector, said the Sultan. 

In addition, Langkawi Permata 
Kedah has b e e n the cho ice of 
i nves to r s t o d e v e l o p t o u r i s m 
products of international standard. 

"My government has given extra 
focus in expedit ing and assisting 
investors to ensure the success of 
their projects. 

"It is my hope that initiatives like 
these would help speed approvals 
a n d qu i cken all a spec t s o f t h e 
imp lemen ta t ion of deve lopmen t 
projects which would benefit the 
rakyat of this state," he said. 

In his speech he said 
b u r e a u c r a c y w h i c h has been 
c o m m o n l y fau l ted in de lays in 
complet ing projects must also be 
overcome quickly. 

" I am c o n f i d e n t po l i t i ca l 

s tab i l i ty a n d t h e e f f i c i e n t 
government machinery would bring 
in more investors, choosing this state 
because of its g o o d i n v e s t m e n t 
location," he added. 

T h e Sultan praised the s ta te 
government for giving assistance in 
the form of cost of living allowance, 
and building affordable housing for 
m o r e t h a n 6 ,000 l o w i n c o m e 
families. 

His Royal Highness also took the 
opportuni ty to remind the rakyat to 
be on guard and oppose any attempt 
by certain people to involve h im in 
any issue. 

"Such an o c c u r r e n c e h a s 
happened in o the r places a n d i t 
w o u l d c a u s e t h e r a k y a t t o b e 
d i v i d e d as s o m e t i m e s po l i t i ca l 
m o n g e r i n g d o e s n o t t ake i n t o 
accoun t publ ic safety a n d could 
cause chaos. 

"I 'm confident that the strong 
so l ida r i ty a m o n g t h e p e o p l e o f 
various races will become a bastion 
in preserving peace and the efforts 
of my government to cont inue to 
strengthen solidarity should be fully 
supported," he said. - ES 

mailto:azamin@englishsection.com

