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PM glad no real harm caused 
Najib: Let illegal rally be a lesson to the people KUALA TERENGGANU: Datuk Seri 

Najib Tun Razak is gra te fu l tha t t h e 
illegal rally did no t cause serious 
ha rm to peop le and proper ty . 

The Pr ime Minis ter also said he 
w a s glad t h a t t h e m a j o r i t y o f 
Malaysians, especial ly t hose living 
in Klang Valley, did no t t ake par t in 
it. 

"I hope t h e inc iden t t oday (yes-
te rday) will se rve as a lesson for 
eve ryone t h a t s t r e e t d e m o n s t r a -
t ion not only b r ings h a r d s h i p to 
t h e people , i t could also lead to 
possess ions be ing des t royed , " he 
said a f t e r p r e s e n t i n g pr izes to t h e 
w i n n e r s of t h e Bakti s p o r t s c o m p e -

t i t ion he re yes t e rday . 
Naj ib also said t h e so-cal led 

d e m a n d by Bersih pro tes te rs for a 
clean and fair election w a s merely 
to serve thei r ul ter ior motive. 

"Had the event tu rned serious, 
they would fully exploit i t by giving 
an impress ion tha t Malaysia had no 
political stabili ty w i th ins tances of 
police brutal i ty. 

"Bersih suppor t e r s even changed 
the i r s logan to reformasi du r ing 
the illegal rally, which is no t at 
all related to thei r initial demand , " 

he said. 
"It is proof tha t this illegal rally 

i s po l i t i ca l ly-mot iva ted and t h e 
d e m a n d s for electoral r e fo rm a r e 
j u s t an excuse for t h e m to organise 
such rallies." 

The G o v e r n m e n t , he s t ressed , 
w a s a lways open to any discussion 
including a clean and fair election, 
as it had a lways practised such a 
sys tem. 

"If t h e r e a re o the r issues, t h e 
rally organisers can discuss w i t h 
t h e Election Commission and t h e 

Government . 
"But illegal rallies and s t r ee t 

demons t r a t i ons are ou t of t h e ques-
tion," he said. 

If everyone w e r e to go to t h e 
s t ree t to express their views, t h e n 
chaos would reign, he added . 

"What will happen to our coun-
try if t he re are daily s t ree t d e m o n -
s t ra t ions?" 

He said t h e G o v e r n m e n t had 
a lways w a n t e d t h e rakyat to choose 
a g o v e r n m e n t th rough a fair proc-
ess. 

Najib also quashed talk tha t the 
rally was a success, saying tha t the 
n u m b e r of people w h o turned up 
was small compared wi th the organ-
iser's initial est imates. 

"However, w e k n o w t h e r e are 
cer tain media outlets , no t t h e main-
s t r eam media, w h i c h love to exag-
gera te the event . 

"If it w a s 5,000, they wou ld say 
the re w e r e 10,000 or 20,000." 

On the a r re s t s of severa l key 
l eade r s i nc lud ing U m n o Youth 
chief Khairy J ama ludd in , Naj ib said 
i t w a s up to t h e pol ice to t ake 
act ion o n t h e m w h e t h e r t h e y w e r e 
pro o r agains t t h e g o v e r n m e n t . 


