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KUALA LUMPUR: The private sector 
has f ive years to ensure tha t w o m e n 
make up at least 30% of those in 
decis ion-making positions. 

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib 
Tun Razak said this policy had been 

approved by t h e Cabinet. 
It is an extension of a similar rul-

ing which was introduced for t h e 
public sector in 2004. 

"I believe this landmark decision 
made by the Cabinet last week will 
be a catalyst for aff irmative action 
and gender equali ty in the corpo-
rate sector. 

"The decision s h o w s tha t t h e 
Government today is not only sup-
port ive of w o m e n ' s roles and suc-
cess. bu t also encourages t h e m to 
move fu r the r ahead in thei r careers." 
Najib said at a press conference at 
Par l iament lobby. 
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Training to be planned to 
prepare those with potential 
> FROM PAGE ONE 

The Prime Minister's a n n o u n c e m e n t 
was greeted with cheers f rom the 
c rowd, which largely compr ised 
w o m e n f rom various fields in the 
private sector. 

Present w e r e Women , Family and 
Communi ty Development Minister 
Datuk Seri Shahrizat Abdul Jalil, 
Deputy Minister Senator Heng Seai 
Kie and secretary-general Da tuk Dr 
Noorul Ainur Mohd Nur. 

Najib added t h a t t h e f ive -yea r 
t i m e f r a m e was reasonable and 
expressed hope that the private sec-
tor would see this as a proactive 
measure to fur ther s t rengthen com-
panies ' s t ruc tu re and fu tu r e per -
formance. 

He said the policy for at least 30% 
w o m e n to be in decis ion-making 
posit ions in the civil service had 
been successful, point ing out tha t 
the ratio had g rown steadily to 32.3% 
last year f rom 18.8% in 2004. 

The n u m b e r of top w o m e n 
a p p o i n t m e n t s in 200 compan ies 
listed in Bursa Malaysia as of 
November last year was only 7.6%. 
According to Bank Negara records, 
only 45 w o m e n or 6% w e r e appoin t -

ed to become board m e m b e r s of 
financial inst i tut ions as of April this 
year. 

Najib said to ensu re the policy 
would be imp lemen ted effectively, 
t h e Finance Ministry, w i th the co-
opera t ion of Khazanah Nasional 
Berhad. the Malaysian Alliance of 
Corpora te Direc tors a n d t h e 
Malaysian Directors Academy, would 
formula te training p r o g r a m m e s to 
prepare those wi th potential to be 
appointed to boards of directors. 

Separately, Najib said the set t ing 
up of t h e Crops for t h e Future 
Research Centre (CFFRC) w o u l d 
make Malaysia a global h u b for 
research and knowledge- t ransfe r in 
the field of under-ut i l ised crops. 

He added tha t w i th the fu tu re of 
food security becoming increasingly 
uncertain, gove rnmen t s around the 
world were finally focusing on agri-
cul ture and taking s teps towards 
p u t t i n g long- t e rm so lu t ions in 
place. 

CFFRC cha i rman Datuk Zainal 
Abidin Ahmad said t h e cen t re would 
receive RMl13mi l f r o m t h e Go-
vernment over seven years, of which 
RM46mil would be spen t on set t ing 
up facilities. 

Private sector 
given five years to 
ensure 30% 
quota in key posts 


