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Mahathir defends legacy in memoir 
KUALA LUMPUR - F o r m e r M a l a y s i a n 
P r i m e Minis te r M a h a t h i r M o h a m a d re-
leased his m e m o i r s yesterday, d e f e n d i n g 
decis ions he m a d e d u r i n g a 2 2 - y e a r ru le 
t h a t c r i t ics say w a s m a r r e d b y h u m a n 
r igh t s abuses . 

Dr Mahath i r , w h o w a s o n e o f Asia's 
longes t -serving leaders w h e n he ret i red 
in 2 0 0 3 , m a i n t a i n s in his book t h a t his 
policies w e r e in t h e coun t ry ' s be s t in ter -
es ts b u t said he regrets t h a t " t h e ep i the t 
' au thor i ta r ian ' a p p e a r s w i t h o u t fail in all 
my det rac tors ' a s s e s s m e n t s o f me" . 

"I had tr ied my best a l though I c anno t 
be a j u d g e of my o w n work ," t h e 85-year -
old M a h a t h i r said. "It i s up to t h e p e o p l e 
of today and the fu tu re to p a s s j u d g m e n t . " 

The 8 0 0 - p a g e book - t i t led A Doctor 
In The House, a r e f e rence to Dr Maha th i r ' s 
f o r m e r medica l c a r e e r - h i t s t o r e s in a 
b laze of publicity. Bookstore chain MPH 
d i sp layed p o s t e r s d e c l a r i n g t h e au tob i -
og raphy is "set to be t h e best -sel l ing book 
of 2011". 

Dr Mahath i r ' s f rank, pe r sona l w r i t i n g 
p rov ides rare g l impses in to every p h a s e 
of his life. He recoun t s his chi ldhood in a 
p o o r n o r t h e r n Malays ian n e i g h b o u r h o o d 

tha t "verged on being a slum", w i t h "st ink-
ing e a r t h dra ins a n d black s c u m f loa t ing 
on t h e water" . 

His f a the r w a s a strict school t e a c h e r 
w h o e m p h a s i s e d o n educa t ion , s p u r r i n g 
h i m to s t u d y medic ine . He b e c a m e politi-
cally act ive in t h e '50s d u r i n g the twi l igh t 
of British colonial rule, eventual ly r u n n i n g 
for Pa r l i amen t and w i n n i n g in 1964. 

He also a d m i t t e d t h a t he has Indian 
blood bu t ma in t a ined tha t he is still Malay 
"and p r o u d of it", r epor t ed The Malaysian 
Insider. " I a d m i t t ha t s o m e Indian, or m o r e 
accurate ly South Asian, blood f lows in my 
veins b u t f r o m w h i c h pa r t o f t h e Indian 
s u b c o n t i n e n t my ances to r s c a m e I do not 
know," he w r o t e in his book. 

Af ter near ly 30 yea r s in a n d o u t o f 
g o v e r n m e n t . Dr M a h a t h i r b e c a m e Ma-
laysia's four th Pr ime Minis ter in 1981. He 
c l a ims he w a s "a highly unl ike ly cand i -
da te" since his predecessors w e r e London-
t ra ined lawyers w i t h political ped igree . 

Dr M a h a t h i r d e v o t e s several c h a p -
t e r s t o h i s e c o n o m i c d r i v e t h a t t r a n s -
f o r m e d Malaysia f r o m a r u b b e r a n d t in 
m i n i n g e c o n o m y into o n e o f Asia's m o s t 
indust r ia l i sed count r ies . 

Dr Mahathir Mohamad signing a copy of 
his newly-released memoir, AP 

H e a l so e x p l a i n s h i s cho i ce s d u r i n g 
po l i t i ca l c r i s e s i n t h e ' 8 0 s t h a t led t o 
t h e d e t e n t i o n w i t h o u t t r i a l o f d o z e n s 
o f o p p o s i t i o n ac t iv i s t s , t h e c l o s u r e o f 
n e w s p a p e r s a n d o t h e r m e a s u r e s t h a t 
c u r t a i l e d t h e i n d e p e n d e n c e o f t h e ju -
dic iary . 

"It i s h a r d t o k n o w a t s u c h t i m e s 
w h a t i s r equ i r ed a n d r e a s o n a b l e , w h a t 
i s d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e a n d e x c e s s i v e . " 
Dr M a h a t h i r wrote . "We h a d t o ac t and we 
did." AP, THE MALAYSIAN INSIDER 

http://www.todayoniine.coiri

