
PERDANA LIBRARY 
PERDANA LEADERSHIP FOUNDATION 

NEWSPAPER CLIPPING 

Newspaper New Straits Times 

Date 8/4/2009 

PUTRAJAYA: Prime Minister 
Datuk Seri Najib Razak said his 
administration would not use the 
Internal Security Act arbitrarily 
but would give importance to hu-
man rights and civil liberties. 

He said the ISA was undergoing 
a review to ensure that it incorpo-
rated several provisions which 
upheld these principles. 

"Several provisions (of the ISA) 
will reflect our intention to uphold 
civil liberties and establish a check 
and balance so that the ISA is not 
used arbitrarily or according to 
the whim of the authorities with-
out regard for the fundamental 
rights of the people of Malaysia," 
he told a group of journalists from 
Indonesia at his office here. 

The journalists, here to attend 
the Malaysian Press Awards of the 
Malaysian Press Institute in Kuala 
Lumpur on Monday night, were 
the first group of foreign journal-
ists to interview Najib after his el-
evation as the prime minister on 
April 3. 

Najib said his decision to re-
lease 13 ISA detainees recently 
was a government gesture which 
gave importance to the funda-
mental rights and civil liberties of 
a modern, mature and civilised 
society. 

At the interview, Najib was 
asked about his style of adminis-
tration, Malaysia-Indonesia bilat-
eral relations, regional security, 
press freedom in Malaysia and the 
role of the two prime ministers 
before him. 

Touching on the "1Malaysia. 
People First. Performance Now" 
concept which he announced 
soon after becoming prime minis-
ter, Najib said it was "the overar-

ching philosophy" behind his ad-
ministration. 

He said that it emphasised what 
should be done from now to spur 
the nation towards realising the 
objectives and vision set by the 
two prime ministers before him, 
which was to enable the people to 
achieve "excellence, glory and 
distinction" and realise "Vision 
2020" or developed-nation status. 

"That is our destination, but be-
fore we attain Vision 2020, I want 

Najib: Priority for human 
rights and civil liberties 

Datuk Seri Najib Razak says the '1Malaysia' concept emphasises 
mutual respect and trust among all the ethnic groups. 

to emphasise what we have to do 
now, what then is the process. 
Unity, people first and perfor-
mance now." 

The "1Malaysia" concept em-
phasised mutual respect and trust 
among all the ethnic groups in the 
country, which Najib described as 
the pillar of national solidarity. 

Najib said the effort must be 
carried out with the full aware-
ness of the government and the 
people in all the programmes im-
plemented. 

"This concept must be translat-
ed into action, for example, the al-
locations for Chinese and Tamil 
schools should be given directly to 
the school boards. 

"No ethnic group should feel 
marginalised in terms of govern-
ment policies and programmes." 

He said the Bumiputeras should 
also be given assistance because 
they still lagged behind but it 
should be carried out fairly, both 
for the Bumiputeras and non-Bu-
miputeras. 

On "People First", Najib said the 
government he led would ensure 
that it was sensitive and close to 
the people, that it was not an elite 
government seen as favouring 

large corporations and practising 
cronyism or nepotism. 

"It is for this reason that I went 
on a walkabout Oast Saturday) in 
Malay, Chinese and Indian areas. I 
wanted to show that leaders must 
be close to the people. I do not feel 
awkward when meeting the peo-
ple." 

Najib also said that his style of 
administration would emphasise 
the "Performance Now" aspect so 
that the people could see that 
what was planned was actually 
implemented. 

"I will emphasise that all action 
should be expedited because the 
people want to see it happen. 

"Everything has to be done 
quickly, and they must be seen to 
happen by the people. I empha-
sise the outcome, not just the out-
put. There is a fine distinction be-
tween output and outcome. 

"This will be the style of my new 
administration. We will give prior-
ity to performance-based leader-
ship." 

Najib also said that he wanted 
to be the prime minister of all of 
the people and he would be fair, 
that he would not want to be seen 
as a prime minister who favoured 

any ethnic group. 
Touching on the question of 

freedom in a democratic system, 
Najib said Malaysia was liberal 
but practised freedom with re-
sponsibility or there would be an-
archy. 

Asked about press freedom, 
Najib, who was the guest of hon-
our at the Malaysian Press 
Awards event, said he wanted the 
media to play the role of critic of 
the government in a responsible 
manner so that leaders would not 
be arrogant and abuse their pow-
er. 

"If government leaders cannot 
be criticised at all, we will feel that 
we are invincible. The feeling of 
invincibility is something not good 
because we may abuse our power 
or we may be arrogant in terms of 
our position." 

Najib said he hoped to be able to 
establish good cooperation with 
the media so that there was mutu-
al understanding on their respec-
tive roles. 

"The press must be responsible. 
It must not carry out unfounded 
personal attacks and make use of 
rumours as content as though it is 
the truth. A responsible press 
must be an important component 
of a healthy democratic practice." 

On Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad 
and Tun Abdullah Ahmad 
Badawi, Najib said he was con-
vinced the two former prime min-
isters would provide strong sup-
port to him as the new prime min-
ister. 

Saying that he had a good rela-
tionship with both of them, Najib 
said he hoped the two statesmen 
would be able to use their respec-
tive strengths to help consolidate 
Umno and the Barisan Nasional. 

"I have a good and close rela-
tionship with both of them. I be-
lieve it is important for former 
prime ministers to support the 
current prime minister in carry-
ing on the cause." 

The journalists were from the 
Jakarta Post, Kompas, Sinar 
Harapan, Republika, Media In-
donesia, Antara news agency, 
Gatra magazine and RCTI televi-
sion station.—Bernama 


