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'Dr M's 
views 
reflect 
love for 
party' 
KUALA LUMPUR: Deputy Prime Min-
ister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin wel-
comed former pr ime minister Tun 
Dr Mahathir Mohamad 's criticism of 
Umno's shortcomings, describing it 
as his personal assessment of the 
party. 

Muhyiddin said it was obvious 
that Dr Mahathir was speaking out 
of his love for Umno and his desire to 
see that the party was s t rong and 
able to defend its position in the 
government. 

Speaking to reporters after handing 
out the national-level Anugerah II-
h a m Desa awards at Bandar Seri Pu-
tra in Kajang yesterday, Muhyiddin 
said: "I believe that is why Dr Ma-
hathir had voiced his views, which 
although sincere, can be bitter." 

He said the views expressed by Dr 
Mahathir in an interview with Ming-
guan Malaysia on Sunday were con-
structive and "I do not th ink that he 
has any bad intentions as he loves 
Umno". 

Muhyiddin said al though Dr Ma-
hathir 's views should be taken se-
riously, he did not agree with the 
statement tha t Umno leaders had 
not taken appropriate measures to 
strengthen the party and the gov-
ernment since the 2008 election. 

"Umno president and pr ime min-
ister, Datuk Seri Najib Razak, has 
t aken giant s teps in moving the 
country ahead with his t ransforma-
tion plan, which has begun to show 
the intended results." 

"Najib understands what the people 
want and we are now putting in the 
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appropriate measures which I believe 
has helped us to regain the support of 
the Malays, Chinese and Indians." 

M u h y i d d i n s a i d 
he, however, agreed 
w i t h Dr M a h a t h i r 
that more needed to 
be done, especially 
in overcoming inter-
nal matters in Umno, 
including grooming 
s e c o n d g e n e r a t i o n 
leaders at all levels, 
to continue the par-
ty's struggle. 

He said: "That is 
w h y Naj ib , myse l f 
and Umno vice pres-
idents are regularly 
meeting and visiting 
the various divisions, not only to 
meet Umno leaders and members 

but also those of other Barisan Na-
sional component parties. 

"I personally go down (to the di-
v is ions) t h r e e o r f o u r 
t imes a week to engage 
with the people." 

M u h y i d d i n s a id h e 
agreed with Dr Mahathir 
t h a t t h e biggest cha l -
lenge was to improve the 
public perception about 
U m n o a n d BN, w h i c h 
was tougher now com-
pared with his t ime and 
before that . 

"The present genera-
tion of leaders and soci-
ety do not carry any bag-
gage of the past, includ-
ing the experience of t he 

coun t ry ' s pre-Merdeka struggles, 
a n d h a v e a t o t a l l y d i f f e r e n t 

mindset . 
"They just see the new situation 

and future, and in doing anything, 
we need to take into consideration 
the issues of knowledge, transparen-
cy, h u m a n rights, etc." 

Muhy idd in said U m n o leaders 
were trying their best to manage the 
situation. 

Asked to comment on the tabling 
of the Peaceful Assembly Bill on 
Thursday, Muhyiddin said: "Actu-
ally, this is one of the manifestat ions 
of the BN leaders' sincerity to forge a 
holistic political transformation for 
the country. 

"This law will provide the avenue 
and opportunity for Malaysians to 
hold peaceful gatherings to voice 
their views." 

Later in Putrajaya, Muhyiddin 
said the current education policies 

were an improved version of those in 
the past. 

He said he was aware of the pub-
lic's perception tha t every t ime a 
minister was appointed to the port-
folio, they would introduce different 
policies. 

"That is not the case as there is 
some form of continuity," Muhyid-
din, said in an interview when he 
launched a book entitled Perspec-
tives: Muhyiddin Yassin. 

"The policies are not exactly new 
as it is connected to past policies." 

Muhyiddin, who is also education 
m i n i s t e r , s a i d c h a n g e s w e r e 
necessary in education as it was con-
stantly evolving and the ministry was 
reviewing policies from time to time. 

"We need to ask ourselves if the 
policies are good enough or whether 
improvements need to be made." 


