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No ordinary prince 
THE Father of Malaysia, Tunku An avid spo r t sman , T u n k u 
Abdul Rahman Putra Al-Haj, w a s believed tha t spor ts can be a good 
born on Feb 8 , 1 9 0 3 . As t h e sev- catalyst in br inging abou t be t t e r 
e n t h pr ince of t he royal h o u s e of communica t ion , d e e p e r u n d e r -
Kedah, he en joyed an elite educa- s tanding and grea ter social uni ty 
t ion at t he finest schools in t he a m o n g Malaysians of all races and 
country and abroad, a m o n g t h e m religions. In 1966, he w a s elected 
Penang Free School a n d Debsurin the first pres ident of t he Asian 
School in Bangkok. Football Confederat ion (AFC), a 

Tunku gradua ted f rom St post he held for a decade . 
Catharine 's College, Cambridge, Although Malaysia prospered 
w i t h a Bachelor of Arts in Law economically, the c o m m u n i s t 
and History in 1925. His hobbies insurgency, the Indonesian 
reflected his upbr inging - foot- Confrontat ion (1963-66), and 
ball, golf, riding and sa i l ing . Singapore's secession in 1965 cre-

Like many of t he we l l - edu- a ted under ly ing racial tension. The 
cated people of his t ime, he w a s c o m m u n a l riots in May 1969 left 
employed in t he highest prgani - hund reds dead in KL and effec-
sation then, t he civil service. He tively ended the Tunku 's political 
jo ined t h e Kedah g o v e r n m e n t career. As one w h o believed in 
in 1931 and served for a decade. his role as t he fa ther of a mult i -
until t h e Japanese invasion. After racial nat ion, he s tepped d o w n 
Japan ' s surrender , he took up as p remie r and U m n o leader in 
legal s tudies a t t he Inner Temple , Sep t ember 1970, and voluntari ly 
o n e of t he four Inns of Court in rel inquished the reins of power . 
London, and w a s called to the Bar He then tu rned to religion and 
in 1949. He then jo ined the Kedah social we l fa re issues. From 1970-
Legal Depar tment , before moving 73, Tunku served as secretary-
to the Federal Legal Depa r tmen t general of t he Islamic Secretariat 
in Kuala Lumpur. in Jeddah, and r ema ined actively 

From an early age, Tunku Abdul involved in Islamic issues in 
Rahman had s h o w n a keen inter- Malaysia for t h e res t of h is life, 
es t in social issues. He w a s a lways He moved back to his lovely 
mindful of his birthright as a royal p r e - w a r bunga low in Penang, 
leader of t he Malay race, and w h e r e he devoted his t ime to 
chafed at t he colonial yoke that religious and social causes, and 
weighed heavily on his home land . cont r ibuted actively to publ ic 

He joined the United Malays d e b a t e th rough his regular col-
National Organisation a n d rose u m n s in The Star. His articles 
steadily th rough t h e ranks, and c o m m e n t s have been pub-
earning respect as a savvy and l ished in various collections, 
able leader. In August 1951 he including Looking Back (1977) 
resigned from his p l u m posit ion and Reminiscence Of Tunku 
in t he civil service to succeed Abdul Rahman on The Japanese 
Dato Onn J a a f a r a s t he leader of Occupation, 1941-1945 (1989). 
Umno. Tunku died peaceful ly on Dec 

Although he did no t have the 6, 1990, and w a s laid to res t at 
abras ive and ruthless dexter i ty t he Langgar Royal Mauso leum in 
of m a n y politicians, Tunku w a s Alor Setar. 
a natura l leader wi th char i sma, To h o n o u r him, t he Tunku 
skill in building consensus , and a Abdul R a h m a n Putra Memorial 
genu ine love for people. w a s set up at The Residency in KL, 

From 1952 he deft ly guided which used to serve as his resi-
U m n o in an as tu te multi-racial . dence c u m office f rom 1956-70, 
mult i -cul tural political alli- w h e n he w a s Chief Minister, and 
ance wi th t he Malayan Chinese subsequent ly , Prime Minister. 
Association and the Malayan The memor ia l is a nostalgic 
Indian Congress. In 1955, t he place w h e r e y o u n g and old can 
Alliance b e c a m e the de facto rediscover in teres t ing facts and 
s e m i - a u t o n o m o u s local govern- informat ion a b o u t Malaysia's 
m e n t of t he count ry w h e n i t w o n Father of Independence , t he poli-
51 of the 52 electable seats in t h e tician, s t a t e s m a n a n d leader w h o 
Federal Council. proved that he w a s no ordinary 

Tunku b e c a m e Chief Minister prince, 
of t he Federat ion of Malaya in 
tha t year , and the country 's • The Tunku Abdul Rahman 
first Pr ime Minister w h e n it Putra Memorial (03-2694 7277) 
gained i ndependence in 1957. In is at Jalan Dato' Onn, KL, near 
1963, Malaysia w a s born-when Bank Negara. Take the LRT to the 
Sabah, Sarawak, and Singapore Bandaraya Station or the KTM 
jo ined t h e federa t ion . Under his Komuter to the Bank Negara 
leadership, t he fledgling nation Station. The memorial is a 10-
prospered, wi th t in -min ing and minute walk away. Open Tues-Sun, 
rubber cult ivation as t he main 10am-5.30pm. Closed on Mon 
economic drivers. (except school and public holidays). 

An avid spo r t sman , T u n k u 
believed tha t spor ts can be a good 
catalyst in br inging abou t b e t t e r 
communica t ion , d e e p e r u n d e r -
s tanding and grea ter social uni ty 
a m o n g Malaysians of all races and 
religions. In 1966, he w a s elected 
t he first pres ident of t h e Asian 
Football Confederat ion (AFC), a 
post he held for a decade. 

• Although Malaysia prospered 
economically, the c o m m u n i s t 
insurgency, the Indonesian 
Confrontat ion (1963-66), and 
Singapore's secession in 1965 cre-
a ted under ly ing racial tension. The 
c o m m u n a l riots in May 1969 left 
hund reds dead in KL and effec-
tively ended the Tunku 's political 
career. As one w h o believed in 
his role as t he fa ther of a mult i -
racial nat ion, he s tepped d o w n 
as p remie r and U m n o leader in 
Sep t ember 1970, and voluntari ly 
rel inquished the reins of power . 

He then tu rned to religion and 
social we l fa re issues. From 1970-
73, Tunku served as secretary-
general of t he Islamic Secretar iat 
i n j e d d a h , and r ema ined actively 
involved in Islamic issues in 
Malaysia for t h e res t of his life. 

He moved back to his lovely 
^ r e - w a r bunga low in Penang, 
w h e r e he devoted his t ime to 
religious and social causes, and 
cont r ibuted actively to publ ic 
d e b a t e t h rough his regular col-
u m n s in The Star. His articles 
and c o m m e n t s have been pub-
lished in various collections, 
including Looking Back (1977) 
and Reminiscence Of Tunku 
Abdul Rahman on The Japanese 
Occupation, 1941-1945 (1989). 

Tunku died peaceful ly on Dec 
6 , 1 9 9 0 , and w a s laid to res t a t 
t he Langgar Royal Mauso leum in 
AlorSetar . 

To h o n o u r him, t he T u n k u 
Abdul R a h m a n Putra Memorial 
w a s set up at The Residency in KL, 
which used to serve as his resi-
dence c u m off ice f rom 1956-70, 
w h e n he w a s Chief Minister, and 
subsequent ly , Prime Minister. 

The memor ia l is a nostalgic 
place w h e r e y o u n g and old can 
rediscover in teres t ing facts and 
informat ion a b o u t Malaysia's 
Father of Independence , t he poli-
tician, s t a t e s m a n and leader w h o 
proved tha t he w a s no ordinary 
prince. 

• The Tunku Abdul Rahman 
Putra Memorial (03-2694 7277) 
is at Jalan Dato' Onn, KL, near 
Bank Negara. Take the LRT to the 
Bandaraya Station or the KTM 
Komuter to the Bank Negara 
Station. The memorial isa 10-
minute walk away. Open Tues-Sun, 
10am-530pm. Closed on Mon 
(except school and public holidays). 


