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Tunku was an avid
sportsman. He
believed that sports
can be a good catalyst
in bringing about
better communication,
deeper understanding
and greater social
unity among
Malaysians of all

races and religions.

No ordinary prince

THE Father of Malaysia, Tunku
Abdul Rahman Putra Al-Haj, was
born on Feb §,1903. As the sev-
enth prince of the royal house of
Kedah, he enjoyed an elite educa-
tion at the finest schools in the
country and abroad, among them
Penang Free School and Debsurin
School in Bangkok.

Tunku graduated from St
Catharine's College, Cambridge,
with a Bachelor of Arts in Law
and History in 1925. His hobbies
reflected his upbringing - foot-
ball, golf, riding and sailing.

Like many ofthe well-edu-
cated people ofhis time, he was
employed in the highest prgani-
sation then, the civil service. He
joined the Kedah government
in 1931 and served for a decade.
until the Japanese invasion. After
Japan's surrender, he took up
legal studies at the Inner Temple,
one ofthe four Inns of Court in
London, and was called to the Bar

in 1949. He thenjoined the Kedah

Legal Department, before moving
to the Federal Legal Department
in Kuala Lumpur.

From an carly age, Tunku Abdul

Rahman had shown a keen inter-

est in social issues. He was always
mindful of his birthright as a royal

leader of the Malay race, and
chafed at the colonial yoke that

An avid sportsman, Tunku
believed that sports can be a good
catalyst in bringing about better
communication, dieeper umsder-
standing and greater soeial unity
ameng Malaysians ef all races and
religions: 1n 1966, he was elected
ihe first presidsni of the Asian
Fagiball Egnfedsation EEAFE)‘
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relinquished the reins of power.
He then turned to religion and
social welfare issues. From 1970-
73, Tunku served as secretary-
general of the Islamic Secretariat
injrdidah, and remained aetively
invelved in fslamic issues in
Malaysia for the rest 8Fhis life;
He moved back to his lovely
Pro-warr tumggdbow iim Penang,
where he devoted his time to
religious and social causes, and

weighed heavily on his homeland. e¢ontributed actively to publie

Hejoined the United Malays
National Organisation and rose
steadily through the ranks,
carning respect as a savvy and
able leader. In August 1951 he
resigned from his plum position
in the civil service to succeed
Dato Onn Jaafaras the leader of
Umno.

Although he did not have the
abrasive and ruthless dexterity
of many politicians, Tunku was

a natural leader with charisma,

skill in building consensus, and a
genuine love for people.

From 1952 he deftly guided
Umno in an astute multi-racial.
multi-cultural political alli-
ance with the Malayan Chinese
Association and the Malayan
Indian Congress. In 1955, the
Alliance became the de facto
semi-autonomous local govern-
ment of the country when it won
51 ofthe 52 clectable seats in the
Federal Council.

Tunku became ChiefMinister
ofthe Federation of Malaya in
that year, and the country's
first Prime Minister when it
gained independence in 1957. In
1963, Malaysia was born-when
Sabah, Sarawak, and Singapore
joined the federation. Under his
leadership, the fledgling nation
prospered, with tin-mining and
rubber cultivation as the main
cconomic drivers.

debate through his regular eol=

wmas in Fhe Star. His articles

and comments have been pub:
tishbhed i various esllsetions;
including £osking Back usm
and Reminieence 8 P i
A‘#‘ il sy on The Japanese
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Tunku died peacefully on Dee
6,199A0, zadl was laid to rest at
the Langgar Royal Mausoleum in
Alor St

To honour him, the Tunku
Abdul Rahman Putra Memorial
was set up at The Residency in KL,
which used to serve as his resi-
dence cum office from 195670,
when he was Chief Minister, and
subsequently, Prime Minister.

The memorial is a nostalgic
place where young and old can
rediscover interesting facts and
information about Malaysia's
Father of Independence, the poli=
tieian; statesman and leader whe
proved that he was no ordinary
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