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Former prime mirnister Tearz Dy Mahathir Moharmad arriving ar
the opening of Al-Muntada Al-Islami ©9Oth
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'Good govt
mMmust care

RIGHT-THING: Leaders expected to
provide good life, says Dr M
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E government ofa Mus-

lim country must provide

good governance for its

people, said former prime min-

ister Tun Dr Mahathir iVio-
hamad.

Me said it was all about doing
the right thing and avoiding ac-
tions or decisions that were
damaging or a hindrance to the
progress of the people.

"A. good government must al-
ways care for the people. The
leader is expected to lead the
people and provide them with a

Citing Malaysia as an exam-
ple, Dr Mahathir said at the time
of independence, 70 per cent of
the workforce were unemployed
and, thus, the government pro-
vided income by switching from
agriculture to industry.

"The government wanted to
create jobs for the people. We
decided to open doors to in-
dustrialisation because one acre
of land for an industry or fac-
tory can provide jobs for500
people or more."”

But, at that time, he said
Malaysia did not have the tech-
nology., capital and market

knowledge.
"The government decided to
make the country

good life,”" he said

in his keynote ad- attractive to for-
dress, "Good Gov- eign and local in-
ernance, Viable In- “The vestors. Foreign in-

vestors have the

vestment Climate,

Sound Philoso- government technology, world
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ing of Al-Muntada tThe country management and
Al-Islami 9th An- capital.

nual Multaga (con-

attractive to

"Only labour-in-

vention) yesterday. foreign and local * tensive industries
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The Al-Muntada Al-Islami
Trust, an organisation .original-
ly established in the United
Kingdom to cater for local com-
munities, has centres world-
wide.

Dr Mahathir said the first
thing a leader must do was to
create an environment that was
conducive to the people to have
a good life and the means to
make a living.

vest as the govern-
ment did not col-
lect income or corporate tax at
that time and workers were
trained to work in factories and
manufacture goods instead of
tapping rubber or farming pa-
di.r

Addressing some 80 foreign
delegates, he said the strategy
was successful in creating jobs
and, eventually, Malaysia had to
import workers because so
many jobs were created through
foreign investments.



mailto:kklee@nst.com.my

