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'Let the 
people 
judge 
Anwar's 
stance' 
K U A L A LUMPUR: T h e p e o p l e should 
judge w h e t h e r or not to a c c e p t Datuk 
Seri A n w a r Ibrahim's m o v e not to 
sue the Wall Street Journal pertain-
i n g t o his s t a t e m e n t p r o c l a i m i n g 
support for Israel's secur i ty . 

P a s D e w a n U l a m a v i c e - c h i e f 
Datuk M a h f o d z M o h a m e d sa id t h e 
party ' s s y u r a counci l could o n l y a d -
vise A n w a r to e i ther retract his state-
m e n t or s u e the WSJ. 

"We can only advise h im, but s ince 
he wil l not retract his s t a t e m e n t or 
fi le a suit against the WSJ, it is up to 
t h e p e o p l e n o w to judge h im." 

T h e o u t s p o k e n M a h f o d z said h e 
w a s not surprised b y A n w a r ' s m o v e . 

"I don' t feel hurt at all b e c a u s e I 
k n o w w h o A n w a r Ibrahim is. 

"I h a v e k n o w n h i m for a l o n g 
t ime. 

"Pas has d o n e its job, but s o m e 
p e o p l e wil l never change ," said M a h -
f o d z , w h o is a Pas s y u r a c o u n c i l 
m e m b e r , w h e n c o n t a c t e d yesterday. 

Last w e e k , M a h f o d z said several 
m e m b e r s o f the Pas syura c o u n c i l 
w e r e not m i n c i n g their w o r d s in de-
m a n d i n g t h a t A n w a r r e t r a c t h is 
s t a t e m e n t a s t h e y w e r e c o n v i n c e d 
that those were the v e r y w o r d s ut-
tered by Anwar . 

Previously, Pas spiritual adv iser 
Datuk Nik A b d u l A z i z Nik Mat said 
that h e w a n t e d t o m e e t A n w a r t o 
s e e k a c l a r i f i c a t i o n on h is state-
m e n t . 

T h e so f t -spoken M a h f o d z c o u l d 
not conta in his anger, s a y i n g i t w a s 
d i f f icul t to c h a n g e the m i n d s e t o f 
those w h o w e r e a d a m a n t despi te ef-
forts m a d e to address the issue. 

He said Pas h a d its o w n pr inciples 
t o u p h o l d a n d w o u l d r e m a i n 
a d a m a n t against the J e w i s h state, 
a n d h a d d o n e its job to advise A n w a r 
regarding the matter. 

" A n w a r has m a d e a mis take by 
b e i n g too o p e n in his J e w i s h affairs. 

He is too o p e n w h e n c o n d u c t i n g 
s imilar affairs. 

"People m a y have di f ferent v iews, 
but we (Pas-) will not c h a n g e our 
stand (in o p p o s i n g Israel) as we are 
n o t b e h o l d e n to Anwar ." 

A n w a r , after his m e e t i n g wi th Nik 
A z i z yesterday, said he h a d no p l a n s 
to sue the WSJ. 

" W h y s h o u l d I s u e the WSJ? 
" T h e y put the w o r d "contingent" in 

their article," said A n w a r w h e n ap-
p r o a c h e d b y r e p o r t e r s a f t e r t h e 
m e e t i n g , near here. 

A n w a r also insisted that Nik A z i z 
u n d e r s t o o d his s tance on Israel. 

He, however , a c k n o w l e d g e d that 
Pas' s tand w a s d i f ferent a n d stronger 
than his. " T h e d i f f e r e n c e is in the 
emphas is , " he said, a d d i n g that he 
w a s h a p p y to have m e t Nik Az iz . 


