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A n w a r Ibrahim, 6 4 
& W a n Azizah, 5 9 

The acqu i t ta l o f M a l a y s i a n o p p o s i t i o n 
leader A n w a r I b rah im o n s o d o m y 
c h a r g e s in J a n u a r y was the latest 
i nc ident in a l ong d r a w n - o u t 
c on t r o ve r s y s u r r o u n d i n g the m a n ' s 
pol it ical career. 

Anwa r , on ce t ipped to b e c o m e the 
next p r i m e min i s te r o f Ma l a y s i a , w a s 
ou s t ed f r om his party, beaten, a n d 
ja i led in 1998 . Four teen yea r s after 
f irst be ing accu sed o f s o d o m y , A n w a r 
ha s once a g a i n g o t his s i g h t s set on 
M a l a y s i a ' s top job. 

A n w a r used to be cons ide red 
a l ikely s ucce s so r to f o rmer pr ime 
min i s te r M a h a t h i r M o h a m a d but a 
f a l l ou t be tween the two leaders mo re 
t h a n a decade a g o shat te red A n w a r ' s 
chances . 

I n 1999 , A n w a r was ja i led on 
c o r r u p t i o n c h a r g e s a n d i n 2 0 0 0 he 
w a s conv i c ted o n s o d o m y cha rge s . 
A n w a r den ied a n y w r o n g d o i n g , 
de sc r i b i ng the cha r ge s as a pol i t ical 
p loy to prevent h i m f r om re tu rn i ng 
a n d lead ing a re su rgent o p p o s i t i o n to 
v ictory. 

W a n A z i z a h ha s been A n w a r ' s 
pi l lar o f s t r eng th t h r o u g h o u t his 
s t o r m y pol it ical career. In her 
h u s b a n d ' s absence, W a n Az i zah , a 
do c t o r by t ra in ing , rose to b e c o m e a 
s y m b o l o f the o p p o s i t i o n a n d headed 
the centr i s t Parti Kead i lan Rak ya t 
(People ' s Just ice Party) a n d Paka tan 
Rakya t (People ' s Pact), an i n f o rma l 
pol i t ical coa l i t i on o f M a l a y s i a ' s 
o p p o s i t i o n part ies. S h e became 
the f i r s t -ever fema le leader o f the 
oppo s i t i on . 

Her party w o n f ive seats in 
pa r l i amen t i n 1 9 9 9 a n d she became 

a m e m b e r of pa r l i ament , t a k i n g 
over the seat f o r m e r l y he ld by her 
h u s b a n d . S h e s u cce s s f u l l y re ta ined 
her po s i t i on in 2 0 0 4 , s t epp i n g as ide 
i n the 2 0 0 8 e l ec t i on s to m a k e w a y fo r 
A n w a r ' s re tu rn af ter h i s f i v e - yea r b a n 
f r o m pub l i c o f f i ce expi red. He w o n 
the seat for P e r m a t a n g Pauh w i t h a 
l ands l ide v i c t o r y o f 6 8 % o f the votes . 

The cha r i sma t i c po l i t i c ian is 
k n o w n to have a na tu ra l f la ir fo r 
s p e e c h - m a k i n g a n d ha s been a 
u n i f y i n g fo rce for M a l a y s i a ' s d i spara te 
o p p o s i t i o n . 

A n w a r ' s re tu rn to po l i t ics he lped 
prope l the o p p o s i t i o n to a l a n d m a r k 
v i c t o r y in f ive states, c a p t u r i n g a th i rd 
o f the pa r l i amen ta r y seats. I n 2 0 0 8 , 
the ru l i ng Ba r i s an Na t i ona l (Na t i ona l 
F ront ) su f fe red the wo r s t e lectoral 
p e r f o r m a n c e o f its 5 0 - y e a r re ign. 

Pol i t ics ev i den t l y r u n s in the 
fami ly . The c o u p l e ' s e ldest daugh te r , 
"Nurul I zzah A n w a r , de fea ted t h r e e -
t ime i n c u m b e n t S h a h r i z a t A b d u l Jalil 
a t the 2 0 0 8 e lec t ion to b e c o m e a 
pa r l i amen ta r i an . 

The pol i t ica l s t a ge i s set for 
a n o t h e r s h o w d o w n be tween A n w a r ' s 
c oa l i t i on a n d Pr ime M i n i s t e r Naj ib 
Tun Razak ' s adm in i s t r a t i on , a s the 
dead l i ne fo r M a l a y s i a ' s 1 3 th genera l 
e lec t ion l o o m s closer. 

B e n i g n o A q u i n o III, 5 2 
G r a c e Lee, 2 9 

"Wel l , we ' re s ee i n g each other, 
O K ? " w a s the testy reply f r o m the 
Ph i l i pp i ne ' s b a che l o r p re s ident last 
week. It ' s no t the f irst t ime B e n i g n o 
A q u i n o III appea red t i cked o f f a t the 
i n tense med ia interest in his love life. 

The 5 2 - y e a r - o l d bache l o r dec l i ned 


