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Mammoth project proves Govt keen on major transformation 
JOHOR BARU: The m a m m o t h devel-
o p m e n t tak ing shape in Iskandar 
Malaysia is enough evidence tha t 
the Government is c o m m i t t e d to 
imp lemen t i ng ma jor t rans format ion 
in the country , Datuk Seri Naj ib Tun 
Razak said. 

As such, the Pr ime Min is ter said 
the people should have the conf i -
dence tha t the Barisan Nasional 
w o u l d make good on the pledges i t 
had made. 

"These are not j us t mere promises. 
See the deve lopment tak ing place. 

" W e also d id not over look Johor 
B a r u ci ty and are n o w look ing a t 
e x t e n d i n g a connec t i on f r o m 
Singapore in to the city. We are also 
look ing in to re juvenat ing Sungai 
Segget," he said at the launch of the 

annual Chingay parade here yester-
day. 

The Barisan c h a i r m a n urged 
Johoreans not to "miscalculate", say-
ing the state was in the br ink of 
ach iev ing ma jo r successes w h i c h 
w o u l d lead to economic prosper i ty. 

On the Chingay event, he said that 
i t b rought together f ive Chinese dia-
lects and showed the d ivers i ty of the 
country . 

"This is not j us t a rel igious event 
but also a tour is t at t ract ion," Naj ib 
added before announc ing the annual 
event as a nat ional heritage. 

T iong Hua Associat ion president 
L im Ik K i m es t imated tha t over 
250,000 people at tended the parade 
this year, mak ing i t the largest ever 
since its incept ion decades ago. 

Earlier in the day, Naj ib launched 
the 15th anniversary celebrat ions of 
Danga Bay and announced tha t a 
popular stretch, previously k n o w n 
as Pantai Lido, w o u l d be t rans formed 
in to a ma jo r commercia l , enter ta in-
men t and resident ial site to propel 
Johor Baru in to a v is ionary and m o d -
ern wa te r f ron t c i ty in the region. 

He said the Government w o u l d 
p u m p R M 2 0 0 m i l t o k ickstar t the 
m a m m o t h project to inc lude a mar i -
na, cru ise t e rm ina l , f isherman's 
whar f , shopp ing malls, hotels and 
resident ia l bui ld ings a long the shores 
of the Johor Straits. 

The Iskandar W a t e r f r o n t Ci ty 
deve lopment , spanning 2 5 k m and 
cover ing bo th the eastern and wes t -
ern sides of the Johor Causeway, w i l l 

see one of the count ry 's biggest 
urban t rans format ion programmes. 

To be carr ied ou t in phases over 
25 years w i t h a gross deve lopment 
of RM80bi l , i t w i l l be a pub l i c -p r i -
vate pa r tne rsh ip b e t w e e n the 
G o v e r n m e n t a n d I skanda r 
W a t e r f r o n t Ho ld ings Sdn Bhd 
( IWH). 

Present at the event w e r e the 
Johor Sultan, his consort as w e l l as 
the Tengku Mahko ta and Tengku 
Temenggong of Johor and members 
of the royal fami ly . 

The Sultan had earl ier launched 
the Iskandar Malaysia i n fo rma t ion 
centre and wi tnessed a per formance 
by 118 dragon dance t roupes before 
j o i n i n g in the yee sang tossing cere-
m o n y w i t h other dignitar ies. 


