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A n w a r , 6 4 , h a d b e e n c h a r g e d w i t h 
s o d o m i s i n g M o h d S a i f u l , 26, a t a D e s a 
D a m a n s a r a c o n d o m i n i u m i n Bukit D a m a n -
sara h e r e , b e t w e e n 3.10pm a n d 4 . 3 0 p m o n 
June 26,2008. 

T h e o f f e n c e u n d e r S e c t i o n 3 7 7 B o f the 
P e n a l C o d e c a r r i e d a p e n a l t y o f u p t o 2 0 
y e a r s ' jail and w h i p p i n g , u p o n c o n v i c t i o n . 

A n w a r ' s six children, w h o w e r e present, 
i m m e d i a t e l y h u g g e d o n e a n o t h e r i n j o y a s 
his supporters in the p u b l i c gal lery s h o u t e d 
"Allahuakbar" a n d a p p l a u d e d t h e c o u r t 
decision. 

A n w a r , c l a d in a b l a c k blazer, l ight b l u e 
shirt and black pants h u g g e d his w i f e , D a t i n 
S e r i D r W a n A z i z a h W a n I s m a i l , w h o i s 
P K R p r e s i d e n t , a n d w a s c o n g r a t u l a t e d 
b y m a n y V I P s w h o a t t e n d e d t h e c o u r t 
p r o c e e d i n g s . 

O u t s i d e , a b o u t 5,000 o t h e r s u p p o r t e r s 
w h o h a d a s s e m b l e d i n t h e c a r p a r k s i n c e 
e a r l y m o r n i n g a l s o b u r s t i n t o s h o u t s o f 
"Allahu Akbar" u p o n l e a r n i n g of A n w a r ' s 
acquittal. 

T h e p e a c e f u l a s s e m b l y w a s h o w e v e r 
marred w h e n three h o m e m a d e b o m b s w e n t 
o f f i n the v i c i n i t y o f t h e Jalan D u t a c o u r t 
c o m p l e x later, i n j u r i n g f i v e p e o p l e . ( M o r e 
reports on Pages 4 and 5) 

W h e n a p p r o a c h e d b y the press, A n w a r 
w h o c l a i m e d to be "a little surprised" and "a 
l i t t l e r e l i e v e d " ( b y t h e d e c i s i o n ) s a i d : 
" T h a n k G o d . Alhamdulillah. I f e e l v i n d i -
cated. Justice is d o n e ..." 

"Finally, m y n a m e i s c leared and justice 
is upheld. It h a s b e e n a t o u g h f e w years for 
us (the family). But I cannot say m u c h more, 
because the p r o s e c u t i o n c a n still appeal. I 'm 
just thankful for w h a t I heard today," A n w a r 
said. 

M e a n w h i l e , S o l i c i t o r - G e n e r a l I I D a t u k 
M o h a m e d Y u s o f Z a i n a l A b i d e n t o l d 
r e p o r t e r s t h a t t h e p r o s e c u t i o n w o u l d 
d i s c u s s t h e j u d g m e n t b e f o r e d e c i d i n g o n 
w h e t h e r to appeal the decision. 

" W e h a v e 1 4 d a y s t o f i l e o u r n o t i c e o f 
appeal," said M o h a m e d Y u s o f , w h o h a d l e d 
the prosecution. 

KU A L A L U M P U R : O p p o s i t i o n L e a d e r 
Datuk Seri A n w a r Ibrahim, w a s yesterday 
a c q u i t t e d of a c h a r g e of s o d o m i s i n g his 
personal aide M o h d Saiful Bukhari A z l a n 

three-and-a-half years ago. 
Justice D a t u k M o h a m a d Z a b i d i n M o h d D i a h 

in his v e r d i c t said that at the e n d of the d e f e n c e 
case, t h e c o u r t w a s r e l u c t a n t t o c o n v i c t A n w a r 
b a s e d s o l e l y o n u n c o r r o b o r a t e d e v i d e n c e o f 
M o h d Saiful. 

" T h e c o u r t c o u l d n o t w i t h 1 0 0 % c e r t a i n t y 

e x c l u d e t h e p o s s i b i l i t y that the i n t e g r i t y o f t h e 
D N A s a m p l e s c o l l e c t e d f r o m M o h d S a i f u l h a d 
b e e n c o m p r o m i s e d , " s a i d t h e j u d g e w h o t o o k 
about t h r e e m i n u t e s t o d e l i v e r oral j u d g m e n t i n 
the p a c k e d c o u r t r o o m . 

( D N A s a m p l e s h a d b e e n t a k e n f r o m M o h d 
Saiful's anus on June 28,2008, the d a y he l o d g e d a 
p o l i c e report on the al leged incident on June 26, 
2008) 

In acquitting and discharging A n w a r , the j u d g e 
said as i t w a s not safe f o r the court to r e l y o n l y on 
D N A e v i d e n c e i n c o m i n g t o t h e d e c i s i o n , a n d 
there w a s n o e v i d e n c e t o corroborate w i t h M o h d 
Saiful's t e s t i m o n y . 

Acquitted 
> A n w a r f o u n d n o t guilty 
of s o d o m i s i n g Saiful 
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