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BY HEMANANTHANI to her being implicated in the Na-
SIVANANDAM tional Feedlot Corporation (NFCorp)
newdesk@thesundaily.com controversy, Shahrizat reiterated she
: had nothing to do with it.
ETALING JAYA: Embattled “I want to say one thing very
omen, Family and Com- clearly, whether there is a conflict of
munity Development ‘Minis- interest ... I have nothing to do with
ter Datuk Seri Shahrizat Ab-  NFCorp. It is just that Iam married to
dul Jalil 2nnounced yesterday she will ~ the chairman of NFCorp.
step down as a minister when her “But being a responsible member

senatorship ends on April 8.

She made it clear, however, that
she would remain-as Wanita Umno
and Barisan Nasional Wanita chief.

“I have been thinking about this
for along time, I want
to do the right thing,
and I feel for me now
the right thing is to
leave my post as a
cabinet minister, the g
time has come ...” 2 &
calm-looking Shahri- :
zat told a press con-
ference after her
ministerial functonLat
Desa Waterpark.

“I want to stress I
made the decisionon
my own. I love this
nation and have the
greatest respect’ for -
the govemment and the pnme minis-

ter,” said Shahrizat, addmg that she -

would send her letter to Datuk Seri
Najib Abdul Razak the same night
(last night).

- Shahrizat had recently said she
would leave it to Najib whether to
reappoint her as senator when her
term expires in April.

Asked if her resxgnatxon was due

of the government, I feel the right
thing for me to do is to step down
graciously,” she said, adding that as a
leader, wife and a mother, she knows
what to do 4

miss

Vaxious quartefs had called for

Shahrizat’s resignation over her al-
leged links to the NFCorp contro-
versy, as her husband, Datuk Dr Mo-
hamed Salleh Ismail, heads the com-
pany which is involved in

* the National Feedlot Centre cattle-

rearing project in Negri Sembilan.

After the 2010 Auditor-General’s

Report cited “weaknesses” in its

— Datuk Seri Shahrizat

management, the Opposition had
raised various allegations of abuse of
aRMz250 million soft loan given to the
company.

Shahrizat said yesterday she wants
the investigations into the NFCorp
controversy to carry on in accordance
with the law and will await its out-
come.

She said her final priority, as a
minister is to ensure the passing and
enforcement of the Social Workers
Act, adding that serving the targeted
groups under the ministry had been a
]oyful journey for her and had

“brought meaning to my

* hfe))

o  Filagn Asked if she will stand
: e m d° ﬂ‘le in the next general elec-
: . and | tion, Shahrizat merely
feel farme now the smiled and said: “We
i to + don’t know what tomor-

m m IS row will bring.
ve m postas & In PEKAN Prime
. Minister Datuk Seri Najib
= Razak welcomed Shahri-
zat’s decision, saying it is

appropriate and correct.

He said the resignation

was perceived as a sacri-
_ fice in the interest of the

government and party,
Bernama reports.

“Although there is no proof so far
that she had committed any offence
in terms of law, because the NFCorp
issue has drawn controversy and
dispute, she was willing to withdraw
from the government,” he told report-
ers before attending a tahlil prayer for
the late Tun Abdul Razak at Masjid
Sultan Ahmad Shah yesterday.
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