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| Asean,
UN, Nato,
OIC urged
to act
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I(UAI.A LUMPUR: The international
community, including Malaysia,
must put pressure on the Myanmar
government to cease the abuse of
the Rohingya ethnic minority and
recognise them as citizens of Myan-

Arakan og,lngy&qgioq director-
general Pf;)fessar Dr Wakar Uddin
cautioned that the Myanmar gov-
ernment was arrogant and would
not respond to scattered messages
from a few organisations.

“Countries need to come together
and put concerted pressure on the
Myanmar government to stop their
systematic and persistent genocide
of the Rohingya people in the
Rakhine state of Myanmar.

“We need a multi-track approach.
Not only must the Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and the
‘Association of Southeast Asian Na-
tions (Asean) speak up, but the
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation
(Nato) and the United Nations (UN)
should come in to condemn the vi- *
olence towards the Rohingya Mus-
lims,” Wakar urged at the one-day
international conference “Plight of
i the Rohingya: Solutions?” at the Is-

lamic Arts Museum here yesterday.
=1 He urged for a concerted inter-
. national intervention effort to im-
: prove the plight of the Rohingya
i people and that it should be con-
: tinued and sustained until the prob-
lem is solved.

“Being redundant can be good. It
does not hurt the international com-
munity to repeat the same message
again and again to the Myanmar
government as this will drive the
message home.”

Panelists at the conference point-
ed out that the discrimination
against the Rohingya people was a
direct result of the Myanmar gov-
ernment’s decision to strip them of
their citizenship under the 1982 cit-
izenship law and all agreed that t_he
law be repealed.

“Once the Rohingya have citizen-
ship, we have the basis to fight for
the other violations of their human
rights.”

" He said that the international me-
dia and monitoring teams also need-
ed to be in the region to report the
situation in Rakhine.

§ ‘Wakar also proposed the intema—
tienal community ensure that
Rakhine’s current police force,
which had allegedly participated in
the abuse of Rohingya, is disbanded

: and replaced with a force that in-

: cludes the Rohingya to keep the vi-

PF : olence towards the community in

r i chebks
; The Rohingya people have been
/ i described as “among the world’s
Ni . least wanted” and “one of the world’s
most persecuted minorities.”




