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BY MICHELLE CHUN ~ strategies. They can then put in
newsdesk@thesundaily.com place development plans for the
O AR country.”
KUALA LUMPUR: Formerprhne Adding that BN has had a long
minister Tun Dr Mahathir ~ * history and is a more balanced
Mohamad expects Barisan political coalition, Mahathir said
Nasional (BN) toholdonto ~~ the Opposition was trying to
Putl:a)ayamthenextgeneral incite hatred and anger that will
electmn,buththouta 5 be translated into votes for them.
convincing majority. 2% “The Opposition is rather
“Inmyopnuqn,BNwﬂlmost, fragmented, and internal conflict
. hkelywm,butltwnllbewmk over issues, such as hudud, won’t
thhoutﬂlestrongma]ontym - beverygood for the country’s
Parliament,” he said in his ~ future. .
keynote address at the Perdana “If the government
Leadership Foundation CEO - (supposing Opposition comes
Forum 2012 yesterday. ~ into power) wants to be popular
. “Thismeans the federal by not collecting taxes, for
government’s authority will instance, there will be more
remain weak like it isnow. This corruption than there is today.”
would hamper development and Mahathir also said in jest that
bebad for business,” he warned.  Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib
. “Theidealsituation wouldbea  Abdul Razak has “alot of money
~ two-thirds majority in Parliament, vandhe’sgivingitaway”.
* otherwise it will be like now, Asked whether such actions
where BN is fighting tosurvive”  amounted to vote-buying,
Mahathir,whoisPerdana = Mahathir said it was an easy
- Leadership Foundation option for thie government with
president, was addressingmore  elections drawing near.
-than 500 top executivesinhis “Idon’t believe in giving -
addresstitled Post GE-13: What money to people, Ibelieve more
‘can Malaysians Expect? ~ inbuilding facilities for people.
What they can expect, Giving money is an easy option
Mahathir said, depends on the when you're short of time.
governmentinpower. “It’s not vote-buying but it’s
“Malaysians need to have ~ very close to that. Everybody
confidence in the future, that it expects to be given money today,
will not change radically. We've  and the response of politicians is
had the same government for 55 to give what you ask for,” he said.
years, and if you change policies+ = Onthe issue of race, Mahathir
and plans suddenly, it won’t be said many people still want a link
good for the country,” he said. to their past and ancestry.
However, if BN is returned in “Malaysians are still facing a
aweak state it would be unableto  dilemma where on onehand, we
focus on economic development  want tobe Malaysians and on the
or the issues faced by the other, we want to be identified by
business community, he said. “If ~ our race as well,” he said.
BN wins with a good majority, it However, he said, as a multi-
won't be too troubled by ethnic'country Malaysia has been
opposition thwarting plansand ~ largely peaceful and stable.

PF

INg

N to wm

a;o/q/.zoln )t

Mahathir is accompanied by Ber;aya Cor poration Bhd chairman
Datuk Robin Tan upon his arrival at the forum held at Berjaya Times
Square Convention Centre.




