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LITERARY lEGACY; The fourth prime minister celebrates 66 years of
writing and has moved from paper to cyberspace

HEN I was the hon-

orary resident

president fellow of

the Perdana Lead-

ership Foundation
(PLF) some years ago, it dawned on
me that had it not been for Jour-
nalism Laureate Datuk A. Kadir
Jasin, another facet of Tun Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad would have been
lost.

Kadir, then group editor of the
New Straits Times had discovered
and published in 1995 Dr Ma-
hathir’s earliest writings in The
Early Years: 1947-1972.

Over the years, Dr Mahathir’s
writings had not killed his text, if
we go by the tradition of scholar
and media theorist Walter J. Ong.
But again, in the same tradition, Dr
Mahathir’s writings have resurrect-
ed the nation’s consciousness.

Delivering a speech at the launch
of a book by Utusan Malaysia
columnist Datuk Zaini Hassan re-
cently, in my subconscious mind, I
was referring not so much to the
contents of his book Cuit: Dilema
Melayu Moden, but more on writ-

ing and its properties.

Zaini’s book, a collection of his
popular column every Wednesday
for four years, was launched by Dr
Mahathir.

My presentation also referred to
the writings of Dr Mahathir. For a
moment, I led the audience to be
acquainted with Dr Ma-
hathir as a writer. I re- :
minded them that Dr Ma- :
hathir started writing in :
1947.
More precisely, his first : ©
article was published in :

| A, Murad

This is much needed because
bloggers have the advantage of
more freedom.

Dr Mahathir is ever conscious of
the power of writing, and that of
the writer. The writer cannot be
obstructed or corrected. Their
power lies in being writer, editor
and publisher all at
¢ once.

:  Dr Mahathir’s life of
¢ writing and the destiny of
. the nation would have
" | been different had he
: taken up the offer by an

the Straits Times/Sunday . editor of the Straits
Times in Singapore on Ju- ;| Mericanisa : Times to be a journalist.
ly 20, 1947, i professor at the { The medical student

This makes July 20 this | Department of : replied that he was not
year as Dr Mahathir’s : Management ! interested (to be a jour-
66th year of writing. i and ‘ nalist).

C.H.E.Dethas comefull | Humanities, i Dr Mahathir not only
cycle, emerging now as : Universiti : writes about Malay soci-
chedet.cc. On blogging, : Teknologi . ety, but politics, the na-
Dr Mahathir had said in : Petronas . tion, education, Islam,

his 2010 keynote address :
at Conference Blogger
Asia and the Social Media that

bloggers must rely on a code of

ethics.

.t science and technology.

In the subtext of his dis-

courses lies the author as historian

and social observer, as well as critic
of the West.
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un Dr Mahathir Mohamad'’s Jfirst published work was on July 20,

1947. A seminar on his writing life takes place on Wednesday.

Much earlier in the late 1940s, he
had interacted with his environ-
ment through writing. Writing
then was the vehicle for the ex-
pression of idealism for the future
fourth prime minister of Malaysia.

The book The Malay Dilemma is
a piece of writing that should be
read by all Malaysians to under-
stand contemporary Malaysia. In
the 1960s, no one was bold enough
to state the reality and truth on the
state of affairs of the Malays, and
ethnic relations in the newly in-
dependent Malaysia.

What was discussed in The Malay
Dilemma had no place in the coun-
try. The book was first published in
1970 in Singapore by Donald
Moore. In my teaching of the

course Malaysian Studies, I re-

_quired my students to read The

Malay Dilemma.

The course, as well as Ethnic
Relations, both offered in
Malaysian universities should
make The Malay Dilemma a com-
pulsory text.

Another book, less well known,
but nevertheless much significant
is Menghadapi Cabaran, first pub-
lished in Bahasa Melayu in 1976 by
Pustaka Antara, and later trans-
lated into English as The Challenge
and published by Pelanduk in
1986.

Dr Mahathir was conscious of the
value of writing to society and civil-
isation.
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