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PM uajib’s journey to Gaza

Offer to unite
Palestmlan rivals

the S4av-233/1/5%0i2

Friend in
need: Najib
and Rosmah
accompanied
by Haniyeh
(left) being
introduced to
Hamas Cabinet
ministers in
Gaza. —
Bernama

Malaysia supports Fatah Hamas reconcmatlon

GAZA CITY: Malaysia has offered to
help ynite rival Palestinian groups
Fatah and Hamas.

The first Malaysian Prime Minister -

to visit Palestine, Datuk Seri Najib
Tun Razak expressed support for a

reconciliation plan to end the divi-

sion between the two Palestinian
movements. :

“A unity government is within
reach,” the Prime Minister said after
being conferred a honorary doctor-
ate by the al-Agsa Umversrty in East
Jerusalem yesterday.

He said that peace and prosperity
could only be achieved through
unity, a belief strengthened by
Malaysia’s success in facilitating
talks in the southern Philippine to
end four decades of conflict that had
killed over 120,000 people.

“Should it be needed, we stand

ready to offeryou the benefit of that

experience. Malaysia, always a friend

of the Palestine people is willing latg

~ Asp v v ups in
2007 led to the West Bank being
governed by Fatah and the Gaza
Strip by Hamas. The two sides signed
a reconciliation plan sponsored by
Egypt in May last year.

Najib, who was in Gaza on a
humanitarian visit, said his commit-
ment to a peaceful resolution to the

Palestinian i lssue was clear.

“We wish to see an independent,
unified Palestine, enjoying the peace
and security which all the world’s
peoples deserve.”

While describing himself as a
friend of the Palestinians, he paid
tribute to Malaysians for commit-
ment to their cause.

“It is my people who reach out
with offers of assistance, who give
what they can to help the people
‘here, who keep n inno-

_cents in their tho@ms whenever

there is violence here,” Najib said.
He said this commitment could be

‘seen in the funds and medical sup-

plies donated to a Malaysian solidar-
ity charity mission and those who
travelled to Palestine to disburse
them.

Earlier, after crossing the Egyptian

Gaza -israel confbct 3
in decad it

pute over the

. - According to the Human Rights Watch and
& Amnesty International, Israel remains an
. occupying power under international

Source: Intemet

law, while Gaza is regarded by the
 United Nations as part of the
“Occupied Palestmlan Territories”.
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border into Gaza by land, Najib,
accompanied by his wife Datin Seri
Rosmah Mansor, was met on arrival
by the Palestinian Prime Minister in
Gaza, Ismail Haniyeh. ;4
Najib, who was accorded an offi-
cial welcome, laid the foundation
stone to rebuild the Gaza adminis-
trative office building destroyed
during an Israeli attack in November
before visiting a school project initi-

ated by Malaysia.

Najib and Rosmah later departed
for Cairo where the Prime Minister
called on Egyptian President
Mohamed Morsi.

Malaysia and Egypt then signed a
comprehensive economic coopera-
tion agreement.

The Prime Minister leaves Cairo
today for Davos in Switzerland for
the World Economic Forum.



