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Malaysia-Philippines
unnatural relations

WIT- (32013

LONG-STANDING: The
Philippines’ claim on
Sabah has remained
unresolved for nearly
50 years, writes Dr
Paridah Abd Samad

HE level of irritation in the
relationship between
Malaysia and the Philip-
pines is considered unnat-
ural for two immediate
neighbours who belong to a common
regional grouping. The Philippine's
claim on Sabah, one of Malaysia's 13
states, is an issue that has remained
unresolved for nearly 50 years.

Once a part of the Sultanate of Sulu,
Sabah's land area exceeds 29,000
square miles, smaller than nelghbour-
ing Mindanao by about 8,000 square
miles. Its centuries-old ties with the
Philippines are indicated by the fact
that inhabitants of both came from the
same racial stock and have similar
customs and traditions.

‘The Sultan of Brunei originally ruled
this part of Borneo, but in 1704, the
Sultan of Sulu helped suppress an
uprising there and, as a reward, North
Borneo was ceded to Sulu. Subse-
quently, Euroj came to Southeast
Asia for the valuable minerals, spices,
and other rich sources of revenue, and
‘I 1878, two of these enterprising mer-
chants leased North Borneo from the
sultan. Soon the British North Borneo
Conipany was formed and awarded a
royal charter.

In the course of laying the ground-
work for Philippine independence, the
treaty signed in 1930 by the US gov-
ernment and the British Crown, cir-
cumscribed the territorial jurisdiction
of the Philippine Rapubllc It did not
include Sabah within the boundaries
of Spanish, Amerlun nr Philippine
jurisdiction.

Six days after the Philippines was
_granted independence (July 10, 1946),
the British North Borneo Ogmmy
turned over all its rights and obli-
gations to the British government,

which in turn asserted full sovereign
rights over Sabah through the North
Borneo Cession Order.

There was no advancement of
Philippine claims to Sabah from 1946
to 1962. Within that period, succes-
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sive Philippine administrations con-
ducted low-keyed investigations on
the merits of such a claim, and a study
of these and other documents con-
vinced Diosdado Macapagal, then
chief of the Legal Division of the
Philippines’ Forelgn Affairs Depart-
ment, that a claim on North Borneo
could be filed.

The first official Philippine act on
the matter — House Resolution No, 42
adopted on April 28, 1950 — stated
explicitly that North Borneo belonged
to the heirs of the Sultan of Sulu and
authorised the president to conduct

for the fon of
sovereign jurisdiction.

- But it was June 1962 before the
Phlllpplne government notified the

United Klngdom of luclllm on Sabah,

and the f¢ the two

Hussein, representing the Federal Government.

tain communism in Southeast Asia,

Meanwhile, since Sabah has a total
land area of 74,398 square kilometres
and is only 16km from Sulu, it was a
Philippine security concern. Such
concerns, may have moved President
Macapagal on April 20, 1963 to write to
Presi John F.
the importance of North Borneo as
vital to the security of the Philip-
pines,

At the first ministerial conference
on the claim, held in London in 1963, a
joint communiqué was issued by the
foreign ministers of Malaysia, Indone-
sia, and the Philippines stating that
the inclusion of North Borneo in the
Federation of Malaysia “would not
prejudice either the Philippine claim
or any right thereunder”, This. loint

was ratified by the leaders

agreed to hold ulh ‘on the issue. The
promulgation of the claim brought the
Philippines into diplomatic conflict
with the British, who regarded it as a
nuisance in relation to their own plan
to change the status of North Borneo
from a colony into a state of an ex-

ed fe of The

pan

British government rejected the
Philippine position in view of the over-
riding need to form the Federal Re-
public of Malaysia, ostensibly to con-

of the three coun
mﬂut ry::‘x in
's pati
the Phulppln&el Y
In any ena; the M-nﬁon of
Malaysia came into being on Septem-
bexm.ma.md duetotm y e
Mluys]a. e
Philippine govemmnt refused to ac-

cord diplomatic recognition, conmxy
to its solemn commitment in the
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