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Mahathir Mohamad waved as he left the prime minister’s office in Putrajaya, Malaysia, yesterday. Mahathir, 77, stepped
down after a 22-year reign over the small Southeast Asian country. Andy Wong / Associated Press

ﬁ;Iaysia's Mahathir steps down

Often autocratic ruler
transformed country

By Jane Perlez
NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE

KUAIA LUMPUR, Malaysia —
Asia’s longest-serving leader, Mahathir
Mohamed, stepped down yesterday,
leaving a legacy of a modern Muslim
nation that he molded on the back of
~ often autocratic rule and the use of
tirades — often anti-Western and anti-
Semitic — intended to create national
cohesiveness.

Mahathir, 77, better known on the
international stage for his crude out-
bursts than for his economic and politi-
cal accomplishments at home, handed

power to a handpicked successor, Abd-
ullah Badawi, 63, in a nationally tele-
vised ceremony in the new govern-
ment capital, Putrajaya.

Mahathir’s departure, which he an-
nounced 16 months ago, was peaceful,
in contrast to the bloody ends of the
reigns of Ferdinand Marcos of the Phil-
ippines and Gen. Suharto of Indonesia,
two other strongmen of his era.

During his 22 years as prime minis-
ter, Mahathir managed to forge a na-
tion out of a disparate ethnic mix of a
Malay majority and Chinese and Indi-
an minorities. He transformed a coun-
try dependent on tin, rubber and palm
oil exports into one of the major trad-
ing nations of Southeast Asia, and the
exporter of most of the world’s Dell
laptop computers and Intel high-end
Processors.

“It has been a remarkable transfor-
mation,” said Joseph Stiglitz, a profes-

_ sor of economics at Columbia Universi-

ty and a co-recipient of the Nobel in
economic science in 2001. “They have
attracted foreign direct investment, im-
proved technologically and become a
country that is helping other develop-
ing countries. I think it is an alternative
to the extremism we see in much of
the world.”

In the sleek capital of glass and steel
towers here, women in the latest fash-
ions from Prada and Ferragamo saun- -
ter through shopping malls in high
heels and headscarves. Farther out in
the hinterland, there are plans for a
new rail line stretching the length of

the peninsula.

see Mahathir, A22
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