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Malaysia’s voice
of reason
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MODERATION: The United States has discovered
in us.a country that can be a mature

and responsible partner

T is easy to understand, al-

though not universally appre-

ciate, that Barack Obama carries

about him the weight of the

world’s problems by virtue of the
fact that he is president of the United
States, still by far the

uine humility and respect on the part
of the US that we have not unnec-
essarily added to the international
headaches confronting the US in an
always potentially volatile corner of
the globe.

Some Malaysians may still

strongest single country
around.

Thus, while Malaysia is
honoured that he has found
time from his manifold re-
sponsibilities globally and at
home to pay us a rare visit
(the last visit by a sitting US

John Teo

recall a previous visit by then
vice-president Al Gore,
deputising for president Bill
Clinton, when Gore caused
serious offence to his hosts
with a condescending public
lecture about the alleged fail-
ings of ysian democra-

bilateral talks ahead of

April 26-28,2014
even avoiding a presidential photo-
call with the always-controversial and
politically polarising figure that is
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim.

Malaysian democracy may not be
perfect and, like that of the US, may
never be. It is, nevertheless, thriving.
It will, therefore, be best for the US
president to appreciate that any overt

president being, incredibly

enough, nearly 50 years ago), our pride
in that we have done pretty well by and
for ourselves, despite benign neglect
from the global superpower, should be
reciprocated with a measure of gen-

cy.
Malaysians should be gratified that

. this time around, the ruling US

Democrats under Obama have learnt
to be more respectful of Malaysian
political sensitivities, to the extent of

t: against the way democracy
is practised and developing in
Malaysia will niore likely be counter-
productive.

Political sensitivities aside, Malaysia
will have good reason to be satisfied
= Continued next page

TRAITS TIMES PUBLISHED BY: THE NEW STRAITS TIMES P%Ss (M) BHD, 31 JALAN RIONG, KUALA LUMPUR
[BDUL RASHID YUSOF DEPUTY GROUP EDITOR - TEL 1-300-22-6787 - FAX03-2056 7148 + EMAIL&p news@nstp.com.my

- ONLINE & wwwast.commy




PERDANA LIBRARY
PERDANA LEADERSHIP FOUNDATION

NEWSPAPER CLIPPING
LEADERONG Newspaper New Straits Times
FOUNDATION
iy Date 25/4/2014




	NST250414+a.pdf
	NST250414+b.pdf

