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By DESIREE TRESA GASPER
and ZAZALI MUSA
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

JOHOR BARU: The Government will
implement a Vehicle Entry Permit
(VEP) fee for foreign vehicles that
enter Johor.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib.
Tun Razak said the decision was
made following a request made by
the state.

“I have discussed the implemen-

tation with Deputy Prime Minister . ©

Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin and have
informed Minister in the Prime Mi-
nister’s Department Datuk Seri Wa-
hid Omar pertaining to our decision.

“I have instructed him (Wahid) to
inform the Road Transport Depart-
ment (JP]) to discuss on when it can
be implemented and to allow them
space to work out the details,” he
said during a buka puasa event orga-
nised by the state after launching a
free City Bus service initiated by the
Johor Baru Municipal Council
(MBJB).

Najib said the details over the VEP
fee and “its implementation date
would be released later, adding that
a portion would be channelled to the
state government.

Prior to the event, Najib attended
a closed-door briefing by the state
economic planning unit together
with state officials that included
Mubhyiddin, Johor Mentri Besar
Datuk Mohamed Khaled Nordin,
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Test ride: Najib, Muhyiddin and other officials on board the City Bus. — Bernama

Minister in the Prime Minister’s

Department Datuk Dr Wee Ka Siong

and Deputy Finance Minister Datuk
Chua Tee Yong.

Deputy Transport Minister Da-
tuk Aziz Kaprawi, who was also
present, said the state government
proposed a fee of RM20 for Singa-
pore-registered vehicles entering
the state via the Causeway and the
Second Link.

Aziz also said the VEP would only
be implemented on the country’s
southern border and would only in-

e

volve Singapore-registered vehicles.
The issue of imposing a levy for
foreign-registered vehicles entering
Johor has been raised various times
in the past but the idea was scrapped
following views it could deter Sin-
gaporeans from visiting Malaysia.
However, the state government
has been pressing for the VEP to be
implemented especially after
Singapore recently announced that
it would raise its VEP fee for foreign-
registered cars from S$20 (RM52)
to S$35 (RM90), beginning August.

The republic also announced that
the fee for foreign-registered goods
vehicles would also be raised from
S$10 (RM26) to S$40 (RM103).

In Kuala Lumpur, the Transport
Ministry will present a paper to the
Cabinet on the proposed fee to be
imposed on Singapore-registerec
vehicles.

Umno Youth chief Khairy
Jamaluddin said this was relayed tc
him by Datuk Seri Liow Tiong La
when he voiced the movement's
stand on the issue.



