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COMMENT

‘Razak’s big, wide world

— Yspory

FOREIGN PoLIcY: His world view called for proactive diplomacy, even a leadership role, in the international arena

S noted in the preced-
ing article, apart from
his overriding concern
for national and re-
gional stability and se-
curity, Tun Abdul Razak Hussein’s
world view had a profound impact
on Malaysia’s conduct in interna-
tional relations and diplomacy. He

was ever mindful of the unpre--

dictability of contemporary global
political, economic and security
environments.

From the outset of his leadership,
Razak recognised that Malaysia’s
extensive and entrenched linkages
with the outside world ipso facto
implied a correspondingly high de-
gree of vulnerability of the coun-
try’s national as well as interna-
tional interests.

He envisioned that the foregoing
realities inherently bore potential
for serious, even grave repercus-
sions to the country. In response,
he stressed that the government
and administration should formu-
late appropriate and timely mea-
sures to address the serious chal-
lenges that Malaysia was bound to
encounter in the regional and in-
ternational environments.

In terms of foreign policy di-
rection, he was convinced that the
country’s interests would be best
served through an active diploma-
cy of peace. He believed that only
in an environment of stability and
peace — where the country aspired
to forge friendly relations with all
states, regardless of their ideolog-
ical preferences and other differ-
ences — could there be socio-eco-
nomic development and progress.

His unflinching commitment to
regional economic cooperation
and active promotion of under-
standing and goodwill with the in-
ternational community of nations
underlined this overarching for-
eign policy thruSt of promotirg a
diplomacy of peace.

Razak’s world view called for a_

proactive diplomacy, even a lead-
ership role, for Malaysia in the
international arena. His positive
stance envisaged a dynamic for-
eign policy coupled with a well-
equipped diplomatic apparatus
that was alert and responsive to
contemporary international devel-

opments and trends.
This meant ensuring a bureau-
cracy that was trained in

trained to enable the bureaucracy
to maximise the country’s national
interests in the interna-

the sophistication of !
modern diplomatic skills :
as well as the wherewithal :
of conducting profession-
al diplomacy and man- ;
aging the country’s for- : g
eign affairs, especially in
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Thus, upon his insis-
tence, ongoing training
policies and arrangements were ex-
tended to include the needs of key
public agencies handling interna-
tional affairs and matters pertain-
ing to national and international
security and stability.

Razak deemed it indispensible
for public officers to be adequately

Indeed, as important
agreements negotiated
by the government with the in-
ternational community kept
steadily expanding, the negotia-
tion capabilities of the public ser-
vice as a whole were progressively
stretched.
International negotiations were
viewed in the broadest sense of the

- Tun Abdul Razak Hussein, then deputy prime minister, addressing the third meeting of a joint-working
Asean committee in Kuala Lumpur on April 27, 1966. Seated from left are Philippine vice-consul Rodolfo L.
Diaz, permanent secretary to the ministry of external affairs and interim chairman Datuk Ghazali Shafie and
Thai ambassador Nai Prasong Bunchoem.

term. They covered a wide spec-
trum of international engage-
ments, ranging from negotiating
commodity arrangements and
agreements, securing Yen' Credits
from Japan and other external de-
velopment assistance from exter-
nal sources, such as the World Bank
for financing socio-economic de-
velopment projects, to concluding
trade agreements at the bilateral
and multilateral levels.

The challenge of upgrading ne-
gotiation skills of public officials
and the capacity of-the bureau-
cracy as a whole to.engage ef-
fectively with the external envi-
ronment soon came under the
close scrutiny of Razak. g

Often, he used to lament at inter-
departmental meetings and in his
discussions with senior public of-
ficers, over cases of Malaysia’s poor
performances in a number of eco-

nomic and trade negotiations.

This led him to insist on pro-
fessional training to improve ne-
gotiation capabilities in the bu-
reaucracy. He stressed that public
officials should be placed on a pro-
fessional footing if the country
were to secure the best possible
terms and conditions in its inter-
national negotiations in various
fields.

A potent factor for profession-
alism was Razak’s belief that public
agencies that actively engaged
with the external environment
should be adequately staffed with
professionally-trained competent
officers.

He emphasised that this require-
ment was all the more imperative
given the increasingly sophisticat-
ed and fast-paced contemporary
world that Malaysia was inextri-
cably linked with and is dependent
upon.

- Ad hoc measures in conducting
training modules in statecraft were
deemed inadequate. Furthermore,
these efforts were uncoordinated
and unstructured.

Often, these were inconsistent in*
terms of substance as well as with
regard to the training methodology
and techniques that were em-
ployed.

In the meantime, pressures for
specialised knowledge and work
skills to meet the country’s chal-
lenges and opportunities in inter-
national diplomacy mounted. It
reached a point where a compre-
hensive and concerted approach
towards professional training was
deemed imperative.

A fresh strategy taking into con-
sideration the manifest needs of the
public service was formulated. It
emphasised the development of
positive attitudes, expert knowledge
and work skills in international re-
lations and strategic studies.

This eventually culminated in
the setting up of the Centre of
International Relations and Strate-
gic Studies in Intan in 1978. It
represents the physical embodi-
ment of Razak’s brainchild to en-
hance professionalism in

- Malaysia’s conduct of its interna-

tional relations and diplomacy.
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