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Enewsot'thepmnemmnsmhavmg
removed the attorney-general and
promoting

Theeghty that these ha
is sysl:ems ve.
alwaysbeenmplace.'l‘hesubvetsmnsof
these institutions meant to be independent
and free from political interference have long
] iministrati Lo

only by way of a tribunal (in the like manner
asal"edual(:mmmdse),butﬂ:e
constitution was later amended making it
much easier to remove an AG.
Itlsarglmblethathesbo\ddhaverpcuved
the right to early notification and due process
as acivil servant. But the long and short of it
is that the prime minister does
havedlepowertoremovetheAGlfheso
wishes, and this he did.

elected : (a special general
" assembly would have to be called to change

+| (PAC), which s a bi-partisan
-select committee

this, with two-thirds of party
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prime minister.
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This is the first time in Malaysia’s recent
hnstorythatthcdep\ltypreudumsnotaho

monitoring

is made

upofbackbenchersﬁoenwretlmeism

conflict of interest, that is, of

Parlmmentwhoarenot

Therem@anon of Datuk Nur Jazlan -

MohamedaschaumanofthePACwas

n.
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is to be disputed, it is that the
nllowedtocontilmens

A prime minister’s POWELS ..

The MACC reports to the Prime
WsOﬁceaqj:sthereforenotan

mde%emenﬁty which is alegacy of its
p:ipq Ministry, it later

ailh;ommcﬁotheMACbewayofanl
strengthenedu’sabﬂxtyto
&r—tend:mgmvesugnuoys.

same pool servantsthatallother
government dmwfmm,namelyﬂ:e
Public Services Commission. As

leader at hand - lfagoodpetsonoccupmthe

prmmmater‘spouhon.hewmlddowhat
is morally

Are there solutions to reverse this
hshmnondfaﬂure?ofwmthaeue.and

civil society
clamoured to get these reforms into the
public eye, with little success. .

The way to ensure that such powers are
not blatantly abused is to reduce the
stronghold of the prime minister and the
executive over such institutions.

The MACC should no longer
Prime Minister’s Office but to
should have a constitutional mandate to

to the
It

ability to hire and
whosech:efhu

bekept

ﬁ.texts own of
security of tenure. A g

| Corruption
gepuatemddtsﬂnct&omtheopannng.

investigating
'I‘he:ssueo!theattomey—genemls
removal has to be seen in the context of more
urgent reforms, to separate the role
of the AG as having discretion to
determine whether or not to prosecute
someone for a criminal and that of
the public prosecutor, the latter of which
should be given to an independent body
altogether, Whether the AG is a professional
(meaning drawn from the civil service) ora
political is a debatable point.

answering to
The PAC - alongwuhallother
parliamentary select committees - should be
gwenthemdt;gendenoeto d
should the executive a
mamenmybodyataﬂ?mother R
Commonwealth countries, such select *
commm:ueallowedtooperate&eely
However, since it is the majority
that controls Parliament, it is imperative that

act in public interest as they
tohtzvotea.whoputthemthmmtheﬁtst
p .

Ultimately, it is institutional reforms that
will provide the safeguards and mechanisms
to mitigate for the risks of inconsistent
leadership.

Tricia Yooh is the chief operating officer
-of alocal, mdependent think-tank.
Comments: letters@thesundaily.com



