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Malaysian Premier Fac

Opposition cites
corruption allegations
at IMDB, Najib’s
response to probe

By Tom WRIGHT
Anp CELINE FERNANDEZ

Malaysia’s opposition filed a
_ no-confidence motion against
Prime Minister Najib Razak,
citing allegations of corruption
at a state investment fund and
the prime minister’s response
to the investigation into possi-
ble wrongdoing.

The motion has little
chance of being approved by
Malaysia’s parliament, where
the ruling party’s coalition
holds a majority. But the filing
of the motion on Thursday by
Wan' Azizah Wan Ismail,
leader of Malaysia’s opposition
coalition, marks the first for-
mal challenge in Parliamént to
Mr. Najib’s rule amid the scan-
dal at 1Malaysia Development
Bhd., or IMDB.

Mr. Najib set up 1IMDB in
2009 to spur economic
growth. Investigators in five
countries are looking into the
fund amid accusations that
billions of dollars are missing
and that money was misused
for political purposes ahead of
a tight election in 2013.

‘Ms. Wan Azizah said the
no-confidence motion was

aimed at Mr. Najib personally
and not the government. “One
man is the cause of the crisis
of confidence in the integrity
of our country’s sovereignty,
independence and dignity,”
she said.

She blamed Mr. Najib for
interfering in investigations
into IMDB, including removing
from office an attorney gen-
eral as well as a deputy prime
minister who questioned the
government’s handling of the
affair.

Ms. Wan Azizah’s husband
is former opposition leader
Anwar Ibrahim, who is in
prison following a sodomy
conviction he says was politi-
cally motivated.

Malaysian  investigators
have traced deposits of almost
$700 million into the prime
minister’s alleged personal ac-
counts via agencies, banks and
companies linked to 1MDB,
The' Wall Street Journal re-
ported in July.

The original source of the
funds was unclear, and the
government  investigation
didn’t detail what happened
to the money that allegedly
went into Mr. Najib’s ac-
counts. ;

Malaysia’s anticorruption
agency has said the money
was a donation from the Mid-
dle East but hasn’t named the
donor. Mr. Najib has denied
wrongdoing or taking any
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or general and a parliamen-
tary committee. Authorities in
the U.S., Abu Dhabi, Singapore
and Switzerland also are prob-
ing money flows related to
1MDB.
“In terms of ‘claims of
wrongdoing, there are a num-
ber of investigations, some in
Malaysia, which I myself or-
dered, and others by interna-
tional authorities, which I wel-
come,” Mr. Najib said, local
media reported. The “strictest
action” would be taken against
anyone found to have done
wrong, he added.

Attempts to reach Mr. Na-
jib’s office Thursday weren’t

~ successful.
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Prime Minister Najib speaking in in Kuala Lumpur on Wednesday.

money for personal gain.
1MDB has said its investments
were all proper, its finances
are in good shape and it would
cooperate with any investiga-
tions.

The prime minister, at a

meeting in Kuala Lumpur on
Sunday, said he welcomed lo-
cal and global investigations
into 1IMDB. The probes in Ma-
laysia are being conducted by
the central bank, an anticor-
ruption body, the country’s au-

It is unclear whether the
3 opposition’s motion will come
2 up for debate in the current
S parliamentary session, which
opened on Monday and ends
& in December. y
Z Some opposition figures
& said privately it was unlikely
= the motion would receive the

= simple majority needed to un-

Z seat Mr. Najib in the 222-
z member Parliament. The op-
& position coalition has only 88
seats.
Mr. Najib continues to ap-
pear secure at the helm of the
United Malays National Organ-

ization, which has ruled the"

nation since independence
from Britain in 1957, said Ihra-
him Suffian, a program direc-
tor at the Merdeka Center, a
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Kuala Lumpur-based think
tank.

“He is not under immediate
threat within his own party,”
Mr. Ibrahim said. “There isn’t
any kind of doubt as to where
the power lies at this moment
in time.” ;i

Still, Mr. Najib’s govern-
ment is facing increased pres-
Sure.

Tens of thousands of Ma-
laysians protested against the
prime minister in August. The
nation’s sultans, who are cere-
monial heads of Malaysia’s
states, this month urged a
swift and transparent investi-
gation into the 1IMDB fund.

The IMDB scandal has led
to open sniping between dif-
ferent arms of the Malaysian
government. t

Malaysia’s central bank said
this month it had recom-
mended the attorney general
open criminal proceedings
against IMDB for breaking for-
eign exchange rules in seeking
to invest $1.83 billion over-
seas.

In response, Malaysia’s new
attorney general, Mohamed
Apandi Ali, whom Mr. Najib
brought in after replacing pre-
decessor Abdul Gani Patail in
July, said there had not been
any breach of the rules and
declined to pursue criminal
charges. The central bank then
vowed to seek administrative
fines in the matter.



