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REGIONAL CENTRE:
Najib calls on

Southeast Asian
govts to come up
with a strategy
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LV Lestablishing
tal c r-messaging commu-
cations centre to combat Islamic
State (IS) inﬂuence onﬁe ‘Inter-
net.
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Razaksaid wasaware of IS
influence being spread widely in
cyberspace.
- He said Southeast Asian gov-
ernments must come up with an
organised strategy to counter the
lies being spread by IS online, sup-
+ posedly in the name of Islam.

" Najib called on Islamic leadersto
tell the true story of moderation

encouraged by Islam to counter the.

barbarities that extremlsts, suchas

IS, perpetrated. .

“We will not allow impostors to
besmirch the name of a religion
which, in its true form, if inter-
preted correctly, is light to
mankind,” he said at the Leaders’
Summit on Countering ISIL and
Violent Extremism at the United
Nations here, hosted by United
States President Barack Obama
and Vice-President Joe Biden.

Najib said Malaysia would not
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tolerate any form of violence and
extremism committed in the name
of Islam and made Malaysia’s stand
clear in face of the currently ram-
pant violence demonstrated by IS
fighters.

“Renounce your virulent creed of
hate, violence and extremism and
be guided back towards the righ-
teous path, or face the conse-
quences,” Najib warned.

ak delivering h

NST-1/10/2015

is sta at the Leade S o1 CoaReering
pmidemnav%auvmmgcww -

Najib said Malaysla condemned
IS’s blatant misrepresentation of
Islamic teachings when they say
the sadistic brutality, torture and
murders of innocent men, women
and children were justified in Is-
lam.

He said as Asean chair this year,
Malaysia was leading the region
towards combating all forms of ex-
tremism, including the possible

spread of IS beliefs in Southeast
Asia.

Malaysia  has made several ar-
rests in recent months of people
suspected of having an inclination
towards IS.

“We must make pre-emptive ar-

rests if necessary and, if there is
irrefutable evidence, to save in-
nocent lives,” said Najib.

It may not be obvious to many, he
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said, but Malaysia’s law enforce-

ment and security agencies had
been working quietly to combat the
menace.

Collaboration with international
law enforcement agencies has been
strengthened, especially in intel-

“ ligence gathering.

So far, over 100 people have been
detained in Malaysia for suspected
IS links.



