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Big boost

BAHTERA: Data
platform will link
businesses to
agencies, suppliers

E Bumiputera entrepreneur
community is expected to re-
ceive a boost with the launch

of Bumipreneurs of Tomorrow
(Bahtera), a blg data platform that
will connect entrepreneurs with
each other as well as key business
agencies.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib
Razak, who launched the platform
here yesterday. said Bahtera would
provide the community with infor-
mation for marketing and connect-
ing with suppliers and other Bumi-
putera companies.

"It is hoped that this programme
will create an additional market for
Bumiputera entrepreneurs and an
environment where they can receive
mutual support," he said.

"We want entrepreneurs who are
able to compete in a challenging
global economic environment."

The platform will contain infor-

» mation from the Companies Com-
mission, eProcurement, Bumiput-
era Agenda Steering Unit (Teraju),
the Construction Industry Develop-
ment Board (CIDB) and other en-
tities related to Bumiputera en-
trepreneurship.

It will also list Bumiputera com-
panies according to their business
sector, for entrepreneurs to connect
with and buy from Bumiputera sup-
pliers at a reasonable price.

Around 100,000 businesses have
signed up to the platform, with the
number expected to increase.

"The govemment's efforts have
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spurred the creation of the Bumi-
putera middle-class. comprising
qualified professionals, such as doc-
tors, engineers and architects.

"But we want to create a new class
of Bumiputeras — entrepreneurs
who can stand on the strength of
their product rather than on gov-

Bumip

ernment assistance.

"This is the lastieg in our e£forts to
create a strong Bumiputera en-
trepreneur community," said Najib.

He said iessons could be learnt
from studies by American politicai
theorist Francis Fukuyama, compar-
ing the social economic situations
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between Asian Americans and
African Americans.

According to the study, Najib said,
Asian Americans were found to be
more economically successful due
to higher levels of trust and support
within the community.

"The lesson here is that we should
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not only look at the government for
help, but we should also look for
help and support from each other."

Present were Chlef Secretary to
the Government Tan Sri Ali Hamsa
and Finance Ministry secretary-gen-
eral Tan Sri Dr Mohd Irwan Serigar
Abdullah.




