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KL, Jakarta agree to

form mechanisms

to resolve

outstanding issues
AN KO KYE Lt

LFRNNIT 0 K83

LAYSIA and Indonesia

esterday agreed to en-

ance bllateral ties in flve
strategic areas, namely raaritirae,
labour, education. trade and Invest *
ment.

Prime Minister Datuk Serl Na)ib
Razak, who held bUateral talks with
Wsiting Indonesian President Joko
Widodo yesterday, described the ses-
sion as a productive one which ex-
empUAed both countries' political
desire to raove forward.

With Joko at hls side, Najib said
both govemments had agreed to es-
tablish additional mechanisms that
could resolve outstanding issues.

"The president and I had a pro-
ductive discussion that portrays our
political will to boost bilateral ties
between Malaysia and Indonesia.

"For unresolved isjjues, we have
agreed to set up extra mechanisras
that can provide solutions." he told a
joint press conterence after the

meeting at Perdana Putra.

This is the (irst foreign bUateral
visit by Joko — the hugely popular
former Jakarta governor — slnce be-
coming president in October.

Maritime boundary was one ofthe
Issues the leaders had discussed at
length in the hour-long meeting.

Najib said Malaysia and Indonesia
would continue Anding solutions,
even adopting two approaches,
nameiy establishing a technical
committee and appointing a speciai
envoy each from both nations, to
kick-start exploratory talks.

The issue of Indonesian domestic
helpers was also heaWly discussed
during the meeting, with both lead-
ers recognising the need to have a
single oAicial channel to bring in
maidsintoMalaysla.

On the issue of Ashermen who en-

croached on overlapping maritime "

areas, Najib said they would be
tumed away. Those who encroached
on Malaysian or Indonesian waters
would be considered intruders and
action would be taken.

The two leaders also agreed that
Sekolah Intlonesia in Sabah would be
extended to Sarawak for the edu-
cation ofthe children of Indonesian
workersinthestate.

"The right to education as advo-
cated by the Unlted Nations' Edu-
cational, Scientiflc and Cultural Or-
ganisation is a universal right that
cannot be denied," said Najib.

The Indonesian school initiative,
to shape quallty human capital. was
reaiised after a meeting between for-

mer president Susilo Bambang Yud-
hoyono and former prime minister
Tun Abdullah Ahmad Badawl on Jan
11.2008.

There are around 50 such schools
inSabah.

On bilateral trade, Nalib sald the
lethargic economy would make it
tough to achieve the projected
USS30 biliion (RM106.4 billion) tar-
get for this year, as only USSI8.25
billion was recorded iast year.

Indonesia is Malaysia's slxth
largest trading partner globaliy and
third largest trading partner among
Asean member countries.

In 2013, total trade between the

two countries was recorded at
RM61.1 bllllon (USS19.4 billion) and
RMS4.7 blllion (USS16.9 billion) from
January until November last year.

The prime minister also welcomed
investors from Indonesia as Malaysia
had invested USS3.97 billion be-
tween 2008 and September last year.
Investments from Indonesia stood at
USS$1.9bUllon.

Najib also lauded the economic re-
forms adopted by Joko's adminis-
tration, especially on reducing bu-
reaucracy and fightingcorruption.

The prime minister also expressed
Malaysia's condolences over the In-
donesla AirAsia Plight QZ8S01

tragedy, which kilied al! 162 passen-
gers and crew.

Joko, meanwhile, said he shared
Najlb's views on improving ties be-
tween Indonesia and Malaysia. In-
donesia. he said, wanted to see a
quick response to tackle issues rel-
evant to both countries.

The Indonesian president also in-
vited Malaysian Investors to venture
into several sectors, indudlng rail-
way, energy and portdevelopment.

Najlb later hosted Joko and Flrst
Lady Iriana Joko Wldodo to an of-
ficial luncheon at Seri Perdana. Ad-
ditional reporting by A. Aiim Idris
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