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FORMER pr ime minister Tun Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad yesterday cal led for 
e conomic sanctions to be seen as acts 

of war, saying that trade or e c onomi c em-
bargoes were o f ten used by major powers to 
bully smaller countries. 

He said the imposi t ion of sanctions had 
the same e f f ec t on countr ies as war, by 
c r ipp l ing the i r e c o n o m i e s and caus ing 
shortages o f f ood , medical suppl ies and 
other necessities. 

"Th is is bul ly ing and is a new way to wage 
war against others. We cannot impose sanc-
tions on another country and impover ish 
their peop le to force them to submit to us," 
he said at a lecture here held in conjunct ion 
with the 40th anniversary of bilateral re-
lations between Malaysia and Cuba. 

Dr Mahathir, w h o is Perdana Global Peace 
Foundat ion patron, said the foundat ion was 
ready to work w i th other organisations, such 
as the International M o v e m e n t for a Just 
Wor ld (JTJST), on an international campaign 
to declare such sanctions i l legal. 

He was comment ing on a quest ion posed 
by JXJST president Dr Chandra Muza f f a r on 
the United States' cont inued trade embargo 
against Cuba, despite the restoration of full 
d ip lomat ic relations in December . 

Dr Mahathir said the embargo had done 
little to change Cuba's Communis t reg ime, 
and accused the US gove rnment of prac-
tising double standards w h e n crit icising 
Cuba's human rights record. 

T h e US, he said, should not be taking the 
moral high ground, c i t ing a recently re-

leased report wh ich detai led numerous hu-
man rights abuses commi t t ed by the Central 
Inte l l igence A g e n c y (CIA) , including the 
torture of US war prisoners. 

" I t was legal ( for the US ) to torture peop le 
— I don*t know if that con forms to our ideas 
of human rights. I 'm not ant i -American. But 
to take the moral high ground and tell 
peop le that their human rights record is bad, 
w h e n they should look at their o w n record 
and f ind that ( their record) is worse. It 's not 
proper." 

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia's human rights 
record had also c o m e under f i re f r om the US, 
al luding to arrests made under the Internal 
Security Act dur ing his tenure as p r ime 
minister. 

"O f course my record is bad, and I accept 
that my record is bad. But theirs ( the US) is 
worse," he said. 

" W e (deta in) peop l e for two years, but the 
US keeps peop le for more than 10 years at 
Guantanamo Bay (a US detent ion facil ity in 
Cuba). W h y Guantanamo? Because they say 
Cuba al lows detent ion wi thout trial. 

" T h e prisoners are there for years without 
trial and may have been tortured, but some-
how that is seen as all right. I don't think 
peop le should take it upon themselves to tell 
others how to behave or how to run their 
countries." 

Dr Mahathir also responded to a quest ion 
c o m p a r i n g his oppos i t i on against DAP, 
wh ich has been accused of be ing a Com-
munist party, w i th his e f for ts to maintain 
fr iendly relations w i th Cuba's Communis t 
reg ime. 

He said he d id not be l ieve DAP was a 
Communis t party, although he disagreed 
with many of the party 's ideas on how to run 
the country. 

He descr ibed D A P adviser L im Kit Siang as 
an "authori tar ian" and accused him of fos-
tering a fami l y legacy at the party 's top 
levels. 

"I don't think L i m is a communist , but he 
is inc l ined to be authoritarian and wants to 
be succeeded by his son. I don't be l ieve in a 
system where the fami ly counts more than 
the nation." 
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