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THE g o v e r n m e n t yesterday 
n a m e d Datuk Wan Zulkiflee 
Wan Ariffin as Petronas ' new 

ch ie f executive officer and pres-
ident, effective April 1. 

Pr ime Minister Datuk Seri Najib 
Razak said Wan Zulkiflee, current-
ly Petronas ' c h i e f operating officer 
and head of its downstream busi-
ness, would assume the top post for 
a three-year term. 

He will succeed Tan Sri Shamsul 
-Azhar Abbas, whose contract ex-
pired y e s t e r d a y but will se rve 
through March 31 to facil itate a 
smooth transit ion. 

Petronas is Malaysia's only For-
tune 5 0 0 company. 

Najib paid tr ibute to Shamsul for 
his contr ibut ions s ince he assumed 
the top post in 2010 . 

"He has served the oil and gas 
c o m p a n y s ince 1975 and has held 
senior m a n a g e m e n t posit ions. 

"With his wide knowledge and 
experience , I hope Shamsul will 
cont inue to contr ibute to the na-
tion, especial ly in the energy sec-

tor, which is a very important sec-
tor in the country ' s development . " 

Najib said Wan Zulkiflee, 54 , had 
vast exper ience in the country 's ' 
petroleum industry. 

"He is Petronas ' ch ie f operating 
officer and executive vice-presi-
dent of its downstream business . 
Besides that , Wan Zulkiflee is also 
cha i rman of Petronas Chemicals 
Group Bhd and Petronas Dagangan 
Bhd. 

"He has the qualif icat ions and 
e x p e r i e n c e to take P e t r o n a s to 
greater heights." 

Both Shamsul and Wan Zulkiflee 
received a s tanding ovation from 
s o m e 3 , 0 0 0 Petronas s taf f at a 
townhall session yesterday after-
noon to a n n o u n c e the appoint-
ment . 

Analysts said the gesture was 
seen as a t h u m b s up to the prime 
minis ter ' s decision regarding the 
leadership c h a n g e s at Petronas . 
T h e y viewed Wan Zulkiflee, "born 
and bred" in Petronas, as a natural 
choice to succeed Shamsul . 

T h e Penang-born Wan Zulkiflee 
joined Petronas in 1983 as a process 
engineer and was involved in the 
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