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TH O S E l ook ing t o s abo tage 
the country*s e c o n o m y w i l l 
be b rought to Justlce i f the re 

is any truth to such a l l egat ions , 
P r i m e Min i s t e r Datuk Seri N a j l b 
Razak said yesterday . 

" W e mus i l lrsi ga ther e v i d e n c e 
on what i s a l l eged against t h e m . We 
h o p e the re levant g o v e r n m e n t b o d -
ies wi l l rake the necessary ac t i on 
( to address the mat ter ) , " N a j i b sa id 
yes te rday a f te r cha l r ing the U m n o 
s u p r e m e counc i l mee t i ng . 

I te was c o m m e n t i n g on c l a ims in 
social med i a that s o m e ind iv idua ls 
had e m p l o y e d m e a s u r e s t o be t 
against the r inggit to crash the cur-
rency. I t was a l l eged the m o v e to 
short the pos i t ion o f the r ingg i t was 
m a d e f o r personal m o n e t a r y ga in . 

T h e c la ims. wh i ch had g o n e v ira l 
o v e r the past t w o days. a lso l inked 

+ the a l l eged sabo tage w i th a t t emp t s 
t o w e a k e n the g o v e r n m e n t . 

T h e r lngg i t had hit an a l l - t ime 
l ow in a lmos t six years . 

On Thursday , B l o o m b e r g repor t -
ed that the r inggi t fe l l 0.4 per cen t 
t o 3 .6340 pe r US d o l l a r a s o f 
10.08am (Ma lays ian t ime ) . 

N a j i b said the g o v e r n m e n t had 
e m p i o y e d mi t i ga t i on e f f o r t s and 
rev i sed the 201S Budge t to m o r e 
real ist lc leve ls . as t h e budge t had 
ear l ier been m a d e on the assump-
t ion that o i l pr ices s t ood at USSlOO 
( R M 3 6 4 ) per barre l . 

Desp i t e the setbacks, N a j i b re-
m a i n e d con t iden t that the c o u n t r y 

Untno presitlcnt Datuk Seri JXtijil> Razak wiih his deputy Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassht (left) and Umno 
treasurer-general Datuk Seri Altntad Husni HanacLzlah (right) before the start of the supreme councii meeting 
at the Umno headcjuarters at the Putra World Trade Centre in Kuaia Lumpuryesterday. Pic by Aizuddin Saad 

was on the r ight track to chart 
e c o n o m i c g r ow th . as r e f l e c t ed by 
M o o d y ' s Inves tors Se rv i ce ' s -pos-
i t i ve rat ing on the c o u n t r y ' s eco -
n o m i c p e r f o r m a n c e , 

He said the c o u n t r y was not fac-
ing an e c o n o m i c crisis but w a s 
a f f e c t e d by factors b e y o n d its con-
trol , such as the p l u n g e in o i l 
pr ice . 

" W e can still be p roud o f our 
e c o n o m i c a c h i e v e m e n t s , d e sp i t e 
the cha l l enges b e f o r e us. M o o d y ' s 
has g i v en a pos i t i v e ou t l o ok to our 
o v e r a l l e c o n o m i c m a n a g e m e n t , 
wh l ch means that we are on the 
r ight track," said Na j ib . 

O n U m n o ' s o n l i n e m e m b e r s h i p 
d r i v e l aunched on D e c 18, N a j i b 
sa id it had r ece i v ed a lmos t S.OOO 
app l i ca t i ons and s o m e 3 ,000 had 
b e e n p r o c e s s e d . H e sa id a b o u t 
2 ,000 app l i ca t ions . h o w e v e r . w e r e 
no t c o m p l e t e and n e e d e d cross-

check ing by the Na t i ona l Reg is -
trat ion Depa r tmen t . 

" T h e d r i v e is s e e ing a pos i t i v e 
response. We h o p e that t h e num-
bers wi l l keep increas ing . " 

Na j ib said U m n o ' s s u p r e m e coun-
cil agreed that party b ranches mee t 
f r om March 13 to M a y 2. wh i l e d i -
v is iona! mee t ings be he ld f r om July 
27 to A u g 31, pr ior to party 's as-
semb ly at the e n d o f the year. 

He a lso expressed g ra t i tude to all 
U m n o m e m b e r s fo r assist ing in 
f l o o d re l i e f e f f o r t s a n d assured 
works to address issues in the af -
t e rmath w o u l d con t inue . 

On the M I C crisis, N a j i b said he 
and his deputy , T a n Sri M u h y i d d i n 
Yassin, w o u l d f o r m u l a t e p lans t o 
reso lve the par ty ' s p r o b l e m . 

M I C is f a c ing de - reg i s t ra t i on fo l -
l o w i n g d i sc repanc i es in its 2013 
party pol ls. 

N a j i b said as an i m p o r t a n t c o m -

ponen t o f Bar isan Nas iona l , M I C 
shou ld e m e r g e s t ronger t o bo ls ter 
the coa l i t i on . 

Pr ior t o the f o r m u i a t i o n o f so-
lut ions to the issue, Na j i b , w h o is 
a lso BN c h a i r m a n , said he had 
urged M I C p res iden t Datuk Seri G. 
Pa lan ive l ancl his No.2. Datuk Seri 
Dr S. S u b r a m a n i a m to ho ld a t ruce 
to taci l i tate r e conc i l l a t l on works . 

" M I C has ag r e ed t o my r e c o m -
m e n d a t i o n to o b s e r v e a mora to -
r i u m . M e a n w h i l e , m y d e p u t y 
( M u h y i d d i n ) and I w i l l b ra ins to rm 
f o rmu !as to r eso l ve the crisis. 

" T h e par ty I s an impo r t an t c o m -
ponen t o f t h e coa l i t i on . We n e e d a-
so l id f ron t f r o m M I C , w h i c h can be 
o f s e r v i c e to BN jn all aspects . " 

On w h e t h e r any o f the so lu t ions 
woult i be a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n fo r 
Pa lan ive l t o s t ep d o w n , N a j i b sa ld: 
" W e w i l l s ee w h i c h f o rmu Ia wo rks 
best t o s o ! v e the p r o b l e m . " 


