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MALVERN (ENGLAND): D a t u k S d r i N a j i b 
A b d u l R a z a k d e s c r i b e d tiie o p e n i n g o f t h e 
R a z a k S c i e n c e C e n t r e a t t h e M a l v e m 
C o l l e g e , here, y e s t e r d a y a s a n h o n o u r n o t 
o n l y for h i m a n d his farnily a l o n e b u t a lso f o r 
all M a l a y s i a n s . 

"It i s a n h o n o u r n o t o n l y f o r m e a n d m y 
f a m i l y b u t a lso M a l a y s i a n s , " h e said i n his 
a d d r e s s b e f o r e joint ly d e c l a r i n g o p e n the 
c e n t r e w i t h his y o u n g e r b r o t h e r D a t u k Johari 
a t t h e c o l l e g e i n W o r c e s t e r s h i r e , a b o u t 
2 2 o k m f r o m L o n d o n . 

N a j i b p u r s u e d his s e c o n d a r y e d u c a t i o n a t 
t h e c o l l e g e f r o m 1968 to ic>yi a n d Johari also 
s t u d i e d t h e r e later, r e p o r t s B e r n a m a . 

S h a r i n g his n o s t a l g i a w i t h t h e M a l a y s i a n 
m e d i a , N a j i b said h e w e n t t o t h e c o l l e g e a t 
t h e a g e o f 1 4 a n d that w a s t h e first t i m e h e 
w e n t o v e r s e a s . 

" I w a s a s h y b o y a n d h a d n e v e r l e f t 
M a l a y s i a b e f o r e . I real ly didn't k n o w w h a t t o 
e x p e c t , " he said. 

N a j i b said t h e r e a s o n w h y his late father, 
T u n R a z a k H u s s e i n , s e n t h i m t h e r e w a s 
b e c a u s e h e did not w a n t h i m t o b e spoi l t o r 
p a m p e r e d a s h e ( N a j i b ) c o u l d p o s s i b l y b e 
t r e a t e d d i f f e r e n t l y i f h e s t u d i e d i n M a l a y s i a . 

" M y f a t h e r w a n t e d m e t o b e i n d e p e n d e n t 
a n d d e v e l o p m y character," said N a j i b , 
a d d i n g that his f a t h e r h a d a l w a y s w a n t e d h i m 
t o b e t r e a t e d l ike a n y o r d i n a r y s t u d e n t there. 

T h e p r i m e m i n i s t e r said h e m a n a g e d t o 
a d a p t t o t h e s i t u a t i o n a t t h e c o l l e g e a l t h o u g h 
i t w a s a b i g s h o c k for h i m in t h e e a r l y stage. 

" S t u d y i n g in a d i f f e r e n t e n v i r o n m e n t a n d 
c u l t u r e h a d t a u g h t m e h o w t o a d a p t t o t h e 
situation. 

" I f e e l e q u a l l y a t e a s e w h e n s p e a k i n g w i t h 
O b a m a ( U S P r e s i d e n t B a r a c k O b a m a ) , 
C a m e r o n (British P r i m e M i n i s t e r D a v i d 
C a m e r o n ) a n d X i Jinping ( C h i n e s e 
p r e s i d e n t ) , " h e said. 

N a j i b said t h e e x p e r i e n c e h a d also t a u g h t 
h i m t o e a s i l y a d a p t h i m s e l f w h e n h e w e n t t o 
t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , B u c k i n g h a m P a l a c e o r 
l o n g h o u s e . 

A s k e d a b o u t his s w e e t e s t a n d bitter 
m e m o r i e s a t t h e c o l l e g e , N a j i b said: " M y 
s w e e t e s t m e m o r y w a s w h e n I s c o r e d f i v e 
g o a l s d u r i n g s p o r t s h o u s e s f o o t b a l l m a t c h e s 
a n d t h e bit ter m e m o r y w a s w h e n I h a d t o 
s l e e p on a m o u n t a i n d u r i n g a training in 
w i n t e r . I c o u l d n o t s l e e p at all." 

T h e c o l l e g e , f o u n d e d i n 1865, i s a n 
i n d e p e n d e n t c o - e d u c a t i o n a l b o a r d i n g a n d 
d a y s c h o o l w h i c h c e l e b r a t e d its 150 y e a r s o f 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t y e s t e r d a y . 

R a z a k S c i e n c e C e n t r e c o n s i s t s o f 1 8 s t a t e -
o f - t h e - a r t laboratories, i n c l u d i n g a s h o w c a s e 
l a b o r a t o r y a n d e x t r a p r e p r o o m s . 

M a l v e r n C o l l e g e h e a d m a s t e r A n t o n y 
C l a r k said t h e n e w f a c i l i t y c o u l d p r o v i d e a 
s p r i n g b o a r d f o r aspiring y o u n g scientists t o 
c o n t r i b u t e f u r t h e r t o n a t i o n a l a n d 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l init iatives i n y e a r s t o c o m e . 


