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• ing d u r i n g s p r i n g t ides . I t d o e s n o t a p p e a r 
o n m o s t m a p s . 

"It i s p r i m e m i n i s t e r S h e i k h H a s i n a ' s 
des i r e t h a t w e r e h a b i l i t a t e t h e R o h i n g y a 
p e o p l e , " s a y s M o h a m m a d N a z r u l H u d a , 
t h e local p o l i c e ch i e f o f H a t i y a , t h e n e a r e s t 
i n h a b i t e d s p o t t o T h e n g a r C h a r . T h e t o w n 
iies a b o u t 9 0 m i n u t e s a w a y b y s p e e d b o a t . 
M r H u d a p l a c e s a m a p o n h i s d e s k a n d 
d r a w s a circle r e p r e s e n t i n g T h e n g a r C h a r . It 
is, he says , a " v e r y exce l l en t " s i te for t h e Ro-
h i n g y a s , a n d h e h a s r e c o m m e n d e d i t t o bu-
r eauc ra t s u p a t t h e h o m e m i n i s t r y i n 
D h a k a , t h e capi ta l . 

T h e c h a i r m a n of t h e loca l upcmla, o r 
dis t r ic t counc i l , A b u H a s n a t M o y e e n u d -
d i n , p r o d u c e s a Iet ter f r o m t h e cen t ra l gov-
e r n m e n t a b o u t t h e R o h i n g y a s . O n e s t ipu-
la t ion i s t h a t a n e w l o c a t i o n f o r t h e m m u s t 
" m i n i m i s e conAic ts b e t w e e n B a n g l a d e s h i s 
a n d R o h i n g y a s " . W h a t w e r e t h e s e l e c t i o n 

cr i ter ia? D i s t a n c e f r o m t h e m a i n l a n d w a s 
v e r y i m p o r t a n t , s a y s M r M o y e e n u d d i n . 

N e w s o f t h e p l a n n e d r e l o c a t i o n h a s 
s p r e a d fast . M o h a m m a d l s h t a q , a l a b o u r e r 
i n Ha t iya , s a y s t h e R o h i n g y a s a r e w e l c o m e 
t o s e t t l e o n T h e n g a r Char , s o l o n g a s t h e y 
d o n o t c a u s e a n y d i s t u r b a n c e s . O t h e r s 
w o r r y t h a t t h e y m i g h t w o r s e n t h e p r o b l e m 
o f p i r a c y i n n e a r b y w a t e r s . 

T h e R o h i n g y a s t h e m s e l v e s v i e w t h e 
p r o p o s e d r e l o c a t i o n t o T h e n g a r C h a r w i t h 
d e e p s u s p i c i o n . T h e r e i s little i n f o r m a t i o n 
a b o u t h o w t h e y w o u l d b e h o u s e d , o r w h o 
w o u l d pay. S t ina L jungde l l , t h e r e p r e s e n t a -
t ive i n D h a k a o f t h e UN'S r e f u g e e agency , 
s a y s t h e g o v e r n m e n t h a s n o t off ic ia l !y in-
f o r m e d h e r a g e n c y o f i ts p l a n s . Yet t h e relo-
ca t ion i s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h B a n g l a d e s h ' s 
l o n g - s t a n d i n g p o l i c y o f m a k i n g itself a s 
u n a p p e a l i n g as p o s s i b l e a s a d e s t i n a t i o n 
for R o h i n g y a s . • 

Malaysia's prime minister battles claims of corruption 

WHATEVER t h e t r u t h o f t h e m , t h e ac-
c u s a t i o n s l eve l l ed aga ins t N a j i b Ra-

zak, M a l a y s i a ' s p r i m e min i s t e r , h a v e a s t o n -
i s h e d a c o u n t r y t h a t s o m e h a d t h o u g h t 
i n u r e d to s c a n d a l . In ear ly Ju ly t h e Wall 
Streetjournal r e p o r t e d tha t i t h a d s e e n doc-
u m e n t s p r o d u c e d b y g o v e r n m e n t inves t i -
g a t o r s sugges t ing t ha t n e a r l y $700M f rom 
c o m p a n i e s l i nked to a t r o u b l e d state-
b a c k e d i n v e s t m e n t f u n d h a d b e e n p a i d 
i n t o w h a t t h e y b e l i e v e d t o b e M r N a j i b ' s 
p e r s o n a l b a n k a c c o u n t s . W i t h w o r r i e s 
a b o u t a n o i l - d e p e n d e n t e c o n o m y , t h e con-
t r o v e r s y i s t h e last t h i n g M a l a y s i a n e e d s . 

T h e a l l e g a t i o n i s t ha t t h e m o n e y w a s re-
c e i v e d s h o r t l y b e f o r e t h e g e n e r a l e l ec t i on 
in 2013. in w h i c h a coa l i t i on d o m i n a t e d by 
M r N a j i b ' s par ty , t h e U n i t e d M a l a y s Na-
t i o n a l O r g a n i s a t i o n (UMNO ) s c r a p e d 
h o m e , d e s p i t e n a r r o w l y l o s ing t h e p o p u l a r 
v o t e . T h e p r i m e m i n i s t e r h e l p e d l a u n c h 
t h e f u n d , k n o w n a s IMDB, i n 2009 a n d 
c h a i r s i ts b o a r d o f a d v i s e r s . I t h a s a c q u i r e d 
l a n d a n d p o w e r p l a n t s , yet h a s s t r u g g l e d t o 
s e rv i ce d e b t s o f a r o u n d S n b i l l ion . T h e 
f i rn f s alTalrs w e r e alreditiy t h e s u b j e c t o f of-
f i c i a l i nves t iga t ions , b u t un t i l th is m o n t h 
n o o n e h a d c l a i m e d t o h a v £ e v i d e n c e t ha t 
t h e p r i m e m i n i s t e r h i m s e l f h a d r ece ived 
a n y m o n e y . 

M r N a j i b h a s v igo rous Iy d e n i e d w r o n g -
d o i n g , i n c l u d i n g e v e r h a v i n g u s e d p u b l i c 
m o n e y for p e r s o n a l ga in . H e ca l led t h e al-
l e g a t i o n s "po l i t i ca l s a b o t a g e " a n d b l a m e d 
M a h a t h i r M o h a m a d , a n o n a g e n a r i a n 
UMNO g r a n d e e w h o w a s p r i m e m i n i s t e r 

f r o m 1981-2003, f o r w a g i n g a c a m p a i g n 
aga ins t h i m . For m o n t h s D r M a h a t h i r h a s 
b e e n ca l l ing for M r N a j i b ' s r e s i g n a t i o n , 
w a r n i n g tha t u n d e r h i m , U M N O - w h i c h 
h a s r u l e d M a l a y s i a s i n c e i n d e p e n d e n c e i n 
1 9 5 7 - m a y l o s e an e l e c t i o n d u e by 2018. 

T h e o p p o s i t i o n h a s d e m a n d e d t h a t t h e 
p r i m e m i n i s t e r s t e p d o w n u n t i l a s p e c i a l 
task force , n o w inves t iga t ing t h e al lega-
t ions , h a s f i n i s h e d its w o r k . C a m p a i g n e r s 
k n o w n i n t h e pas t f o r o r g a n i s i n g b ig pro t -
est ra l l ies aga ins t M a l a y s i a ' s h e a v i l y ger ry-
m a n d e r e d e lec tora l s y s t e m a r e t h i n k i n g o f 
ca l l ing for f resh d e m o n s t r a t i o n s aga ins t 
t h e p r i m e min i s t e r . But Mr N a j i b s a y s he i s 
n o t b u d g i n g . O u t w a r d l y a t l eas t h e a p p e a r s 

still to h a v e hi$ p a r t y ' s s u p p o r t . A g o v e r n -
m e n t a g e n c y h a s w a r n e d M a l a y s i a n s 
a g a i n s t d i s c u s s i n g t h e a l l e g a t i o n s o n soc ia l 
m e d i a a n d h a s s t a r t e d b l o c k i n g a n i n d e f a t -
igable British w e b s i t e . t h e Sarawak Report, 
w h i c h h a s w r i t t e n a lot a b o u t i M D B . Pol ice 
s a y t h e y a r e c o n d u c t i n g a n i n q u i r y w h i c h 
m a y u n c o v e r t h e s o u r c e o f t h e Wall Street 
Journal's r e p o r t . 

A b o o n f o r Mr N a j i b i s t h e p a u c i t y o f o b -
v i o u s s u b s t i t u t e s w i t h i n UMNO . O n e p o s -
s ib i l i ty is M u h y i d d i n Yassin, a d e p u t y 
p r i m e m i n i s t e r w h o h a d b e e n t i p p e d f o r 
t h e t o p j o b w h e n i t fell v a c a n t i n 2009. An -
o t h e r r e p l a c e m e n t m i g h t b e H i s h a m m u d -
d i n H u s s e i n , t h e d e f e n c e m i n i s t e r a n d M r 
N a j i b ' s c o u s i n ( w h o f o r n o w a p p e a r s loy-
al). But n e i t h e r m a n s e e m s a n y m o r e l ikely 
t h a n M r N a j i b t o f i n d t h e v i m r e q u i r e d t o 
r e j u v e n a t e UMNO , w h i c h h a s g r o w n q u a r -
r e l s o m e a n d c o m p l a c e n t a f t e r s ix d e c a d e s 
i n p o w e r - a n d w h i c h , i n s t e m m i n g its e b b -
ing p o p u l a r i t y , h a s t a k e n t o e x p l o i t i n g o l d 
f ea r s a m o n g e t h n i c M a l a y s t h a t t he i r p ros -
p e c t s a re t h r e a t e n e d b y M a l a y s i a ' s Chi -
n e s e a n d I n d i a n m i n o r i t i e s . 

As for t h e o p p o s i t i o n , i t i s in d i sar ray . 
S ince its l eader , A n w a r I b r a h i m , w a s i m -
p r i s o n e d o n a d u b i o u s s o d o m y c h a r g e ear-
lier t h i s year , t h e o p p o s i t i o n coa l i t ion h a s 
b e e n t o r n a p a r t b y t e n s i o n s b e t w e e n t h e 
DAP, an e t h n i c - C h i n e s e pa r ty , a n d PAS, a 
M a l a y M u s l i m o n e , o v e r t h e Ia t te r ' s e f fo r t s 
to e n f o r c e strict s h a r i a p u n i s h m e n t s in Ke-
l a n t a n s ta te i n t h e n o r t h . S o m e in PAS n o w 
l o o k m i n d e d t o m e n d f e n c e s w i t h t h e i r o ld 
f o e s in t h e r u l i n g par ty . H a d i A w a n g , PAS'S 
l eader , h a s a r g u e d t h a t I s l a m r e q u i r e s t h a t 
t h e Wall Streetjournal s h o u l d p r o d u c e f o u r 
w i t n e s s e s t o s u p p o r t i ts r e p o r t i n g . 

All t h i s h a s d i s t r a c t e d a t t e n t i o n f rom 
M a l a y s i a ' s p r e s s i n g e c o n o m i c p r o b l e m s . 
H o b b l e d b y l o w oil p r i c e s a n d s l o w i n g 
A s i a n e c o n o m i e s , t h e v a l u e o f t h e r inggit 
h a s s u n k to a 16-year l o w aga ins t t h e dol la r . 
M e a n w h i l e , p o l i t i c i a n s o f all s t r i p e s h a v e 
s c r a m b l e d to d e n y tha t r ace p l a y e d a ro le in 
scu f f l e s t h i s m o n t h i n Kuala L u m p u r , w h e n 
a m o b o f m o s t l y M a l a y y o u t h s c o n f r o n t e d 
t h e largely e t h n i c - C h i n e s e e m p l o y e e s o f 
a n e l e c t r o n i c s m a l l - a l l s p a r k e d , a p p a r e n t -
ly, by an i n s t a n c e of s h o p l i f t i n g . 

Even i f Mr N a j i b i s c l e a r e d of w r o n g d o -
ing, t h e b r o u h a h a i s s a p p i n g h i s s t a n d i n g 
a m o n g o r d i n a r y M a l a y s i a n s . I t w a s al-
r e a d y h u r t by t h e r ecen t i m p o s i t i o n o f a 
d i s l iked v a l u e - a d d e d tax . I f h i s p o p u l a r i t y 
k e e p s s l id ing , i t is d i f f icul t to i m a g i n e 
UMNO s t i ck ing b y h i m un t i l t h e n e x t gen-
eral e l e c t i o n . T h e e n d o f R a m a d a n , w h i c h 
c o n c l u d e d i n M a l a y s i a o n Ju ly i7th a n d 
d u r i n g w h i c h M u s l i m p o l i t i c i a n s a re s u p -
p o s e d t o a v o i d u n s e e m l y s q u a b b l e s , m a y 
b r i n g f r e sh a t t a c k s f r o m d i s s i d e n t f ac t ions . 
But Mr N a j i b i s r u m o u r e d to be m u l l i n g a 
c a b i n e t r e shu f f l e , p r e s u m a b l y t o s i l ence 
cri t ics t he re . I f he c a n b las t t h r o u g h th i s cri-
sis hib o p p o n e n t s m a y we l l w o n d e r w h a t , 
i f a n y t h i n g , w i l l b r i n g h i m d o w n . • 


