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ments and helped develop and grow 

talent and infrastnjcture through-

out the region. 

He said it was estimated that the 

Asean mlddle class would hit 400 

million by 2020, raore tlian that of 

Rra/il. France. Germany. the United 

Kingdom and the United States 

combined. 

Najib said a recent report showed 

that 44 per cent of consumers sur-

veyed said they would spend spare 

cash on vacations, adding that there 

was a great opportunity to share 

information about travel. 

"It will be a 24/7 travel channel 

dedicatedto showcasingthenatural 

beauty and rich cultural heritage our 

region offers... a platform to collec-

tively proraote Asean as a single 

tourism destination to the world." 

Najlb said the Organlsation for 

Economic Cooperation and Devel-

opment had forecast a gross domes-

tic product annual growth for the 

Asean community at 5.6 per cent 

over the next five years. which made 

GOASEAN a fine example of inno-

vation that drove growth, provlded 

opportunit ies, attracted invest-

to recognise the coramon interests." 

Earlier. at the launch of the 

G0ASEAN travel channel on Astro 

Channel 737. Najlb said with Asean 

expectlng to generate a comblned 

gross domestic product of US$3 tril-

lion (RMll trillion) by 2017. there was 

an opportunity to boost the travel 

industry and promote intra-region 

tourism. 

He said the G0ASEAN tourism-

economic initiative, in particular, 

would spur lnvestment and open 

doors to employment within Asean. 

G0ASEAN is the world's first 

Asean television channel packed 

with stories and useful tips for trav-

ellers that would boost tourlsm and 

spur theeconomy. 

"GOASEAN provides the perfect 

opportunity to broadcast the ben-

efits of our region to a global au-

dience. It is a fine example of all that 

can be achieved when members of 

Asean work together," he said. 

The initiative is Najlb's brainchild 

to comraemorate Malaysia's tenure 

as Asean chairman. 

He said it would provide a further 

wlndow Into thc world of the 10 

member states of Asean. 

"The problem is not that we be-

lieve in different rellglons. The prob-

lera is that there are extremists In 

every religlon. Rellglon itself, inher-

ently, is moderate. Whether you are 

Musl im. Buddhist or Christian. 

there are people who abuse religion 

to achieve their narrow airas. They 

become bigots. they use rellgion to 

achieve some of their political goals. 

These are people we must confront, 

deal with and totally reject." 

On that note. Najib consolidated 

the need for a law similar to the now-

de&inct Intemal Security Act (ISA), 

but with improvements, as It pre-

vented reilglous extremlsm from 

dlsrupting harmony in the country. 

"We shouldn't see ourselves as a 

country that's divided and live in 

distinct compartments with a deep 

sense of suspicion. dlstrust and hos-

tility towards one another. We need 

posit ive sentlments to override all of 

that. With love and mutual respect. a 

lot of our problems will go away 

since they are self- and man-made. If 

we believe in our country and we 

stay and act together. our future is 

limidess. 

"There is no such thlng as calling 

each other pendatang. We are all 

Malaysians. The difference is not 

what religion we beiong to or where 

we are from. The difference is your 

Iove for Malaysia. Despite differ-

ences. we have come a long way. 

Even sibiings think differently. what 

more. the citizens of a country. The 

only way forward is to understand. 

So. instead of defining ourseIves by 

r("fprrino fn rtiir Hiffnrnn/'fic u;n tr».jrn 

PRIME Minlster Datuk Seri Na-

jib Razak yesterday dismissed 

the nodon of any Malaysian 

being called a pendatang (irami-

grant) as "we all have a rightfu! 

place" in the future of thls country. 

Speaking at the launch of the 

Chdstians for Peace and Harmony 

in Malaysia (CPHM) movement here 

last night. the prime minister said 

pendatang should never be used to 

refer to a Malaysian as it was a di-

visive term that would segregate 

+ rather than unify the multi-cultural 

society of Malaysia. 

"As prime minister, I will not allow 

for such notions to ignite and breed 

racial and religious conflict. I am an 

advocate of wassatlyyah, or mod-

eradon, in everything we do. In fact, 

ali religions preach moderation. but 

when we have extremism. that is 

when we have racial and religious 

tension." 

He said the government would do 

everything in its power to drive out 

extremists from the country. calling 

those involved in such activitles 

"bigots" who abused religion for per-

sonal gains. 

he posted on Twitter and Face-

book. 

The Malaysian contingent. com-

prising 658 athletes, will partici-

pate in 35 of 36 events. A total of 

206 officials are accompanying the 

athletes at the Games. 

Singapore is hosting the 28th 

SEA Games. Bcrnama 

KUALA LUMPUR: Prirae Minister 

DatukSeri Najib Razak has wished 

success to athletes in the SEA 

Garaes. which officlally begins on 

Friday. 

"Every success to all athletes and 

the nation's representatlves at the 

SEA Games. Make us proud! #Say-

aTeamMalaysia #SukanSEA2015" 


