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K U A L A L U M P U R : M a l a y s i a n s d o n o t 
w a n t f r e e d o m w i t h o u t limits, but 
freedom b o u n d by a sense of respon-
sibility, said Datuk Seri Najib Razak. 

T h e p r i m e minister said it was for 
this p u r p o s e that there w a s a Sedi-
tion Act, w h i c h was a more e f f e c t i v e 
m e c h a n i s m than t h e Internal S e c u -
rity A c t . 

"With t h e Sedit ion Act , at lĕast 
there are laws to prevent excesses in 
society. We do not w a n t excesses 
b e c a u s e if we hurt the hearts of o t h -
er races, t h e y will react. A n d y o u will 
f lnd tlie t e m p e r a t u r e rising in the 
country. Before y o u k n o w it, there 
will be racial c o n f l i c t s or racial v i -
olence," said N a j i b in a v i d e o u p -
loaded on his F a c e b o o k last night. 

N a j i b said h e h a d t h e o p p o r t u n i t y 
to share his o p i n i o n on the issue of 
" F r e e d o m o f Expression" w h e n a n -
s w e r i n g Siti A i s y a h ' s question dur-
ing a recent m e e t i n g . 

Siti A i s y a h h a d expressed her c o n -
cern that the f r e e d o m of s p e e c h g i v -
e n b y t h e g o v e r n m e n t t o t h e p e o p l e 
had resulted in provocations on t h e 
F a c e b o o k a n d Twitter. 

S h e a s k e d the prime minister i f he 
h a d a m o r e e f f e c t i v e m e c h a n i s m 
other t h a n the ISA to address at-
tacks w h i c h were racial in nature. 

N a j i b said, as prime minister, he 
w a s to ensure there w a s peace, sta-
bility a n d h a r m o n y in the country. 

"That i s w h y w e h a v e the Sedition 
A c t a n d t h e M u l t i m e d i a A c t in order 
f o r a c t i o n t o b e t a k e n ( a g a i n s t 
wrongdoers). But we also w a n t to be 
s e e n as g i v i n g p e o p l e space as well 
in this society. As Malaysia matures, 
as a society, p e o p l e w a n t a bit more 
room to express t h e m s e l v e s . 

"But as I said, the right of f r e e d o m 
to express oneself s h o u l d not be at 
the e x p e n s e of others." 


