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FORMER prime minister Tun Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad has been urged to 
respond to anti-corruption activist 

Tunku Abdul Aziz Tunku Ibrahim's claims of 
financial mismanagement during his time as 
the country's premier. 

Finance Ministry communications di-
rector Mohamad Ezam Mohd Nor said Dr 
Mahathir should view the claims seriousiy 
as they were made by a reputable figure 
and concerned corruption involving lead-
ers of the time, who were alleged to have 
swindled billions of ringgit in public 
funds. 

"As an anti-corruption advocate, 1 have 

looked over Tunku Aziz's claims^ especially 
transactions of the shipping company owned 
by Dr Mahathir's son, (Datuk) Mirzan Ma-
hathir. 

"As political secretary of then Anance 
minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim, I was 
able to monitor the issue closely," he said 
yesterday. 

Tunku Aziz had recently questioned the 
wealth amassed by Dr Mahathir's sons, 
Mirzan and Mokhzani, citing Mokhzani's 
compariy being awarded a project by 
Petronas and Petronas being forced to buy 
Mirzan's shipping company. 

All this, Tunku Aziz had said, occurred 
when Mahathir was prime minister and 
Petronas adviser, raising the question of 
abuse of power. 

"I earnestly urge you (Dr Mahathir) to 
invite the MACC (Malaysia Anti-Corruption 
Commission) to reopen Mirzan's bailout to 
clear your own good name," he was reported 
to have said. 

Ezam said he remembered Anwar's con-
cern over the usage of billions in public 
money to save Mirzan's company. 

"The same concern was brought up during 
ministerial meetings at the time. Among us 
ministry offlcers, it was apparent that it was 
one of the main reasons forthe disagreement 

between Dr Mahathir and Anwar, which 
eventually led to the finance minister's dis-
missal," Anwar's former aide said. 

He said the people were also waiting to 
hear Dr Mahathir's explanation as it was an 
issue involving public funds. 

"It would be wise for Dr Mahathir to come 
forward to answer the claims because it 
concerns his sons during his tenure as prime 
minister and as he was directly managing 
Petronas, a national company." 

Dr Mahathir, in a May 6 blog post, had 
responded to the allegations by saying that 
his sons were not billionaires and they had 
not borrowed millions to finance their busi-

nesses. 
"Mirzan does most of his business outside 

Malaysia but was forced to seli his shipping 
business to Petronas during the Tinancial 
crisis. Petronas made a handsome profit 
sellihg part of the fleet when the economy 
recovered. 

"Petronas' policy is not to answer ques-
tions but Petronas' accounts are available 
and may be examined to verify whether I lie 
or not. 

"Mirzan is not a millionaire. I did not raise 
loans when I was prime minister to help my 
sons. If you have evidence, show it," he had 
posted. 


