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MYANMAR should shoul-
der the responsibility of 
deaiing with its escalat-

ing migrant crisis instead of in-
volving other Asean countries, 
said Deputy Prime Minister Tan 
Sri Muhyiddin Yassin. 

Muhyidd in said Myanmar 
should solve its Rohingya mi-
grant crisis internally, instead of 
burdening neighbouring coun-
tries like Malaysia. 

"This (crisis) is under the re-
sponsibility of the Myanmar gov-
ernment. Don't they have the hu-
manity to solve this problem in-
ternally, instead of passing the 
b u r d e n t o 
Asean coun-
tries?" he told 
reporters after 
officiating the 
D R B - H i c o m 
T a n S r i 
M u h y i d d i n 
( T S M ) Go 1 f 
Challenge here 
yesterday. 

M u h y i d d i n 
said the mas-
sive influx of 
R o h i n g y a 
refugees from 
Myanmar was 
not only a security issue for 
Malaysia, but also a humanitarian 
one. 

"The cabinet has discussed this 
issue at length and we have di-

rected Foreign Affairs Minister 
Datuk Seri Anifah Aman, together 
with his counterparts from Indone-
sia and Thailand, to communicate 
with the Myanmar government 

and their for-
eign minister to 
flnd a solution 
to the crisis. 

"The influx of 
migrants from 
Myanmar has to 
be brought un-
der control as it 
willbeabigbur-

• d e n for ou r 
country. I was 
made to under-
stand that thou-
sands more are 
waiting to board 
ships to come 

here," he said. 

Muhyiddin said Malaysia was 
careful in dealing with the current 
Rohingya migrant crisis as it did 
not want a repeat of the "Viet-

namese boat people" saga, refer-
ring to refugees who had fled Viet-
nam by boat and ship after the 
Vietnam War in 1978 and 1979. 

"We cannot take this issue light-
ly. If we send out the wrong signal, 

that Malaysia is open to everyone, 
hundreds of t housands o ' 
refugees will land on our shores, 
just like what happened in the 
1970s after the Vietnam war. 


