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TOKYO: Japancse Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe is expected to reaAlrm
his nation's keen interest in the
Malaysia-Slngapore High Speed Raii
(HSR) project when he holds bilat-
eral taiks with his Malaysian coun-
terpart Datuk Seri Najib Razak to-
morrow.

Najib wiii arrive in Tokyo today
for a three-day visit accompanied by
Transpon Minister Datuk Seri Liow
Tiong Lai. Minister
in the Prime Minis-
ter's Department
Datuk Seri IdrisJala
and ChiefSecretary
to the Government
TanSri Dr Aii Ham-

He wUI be briefed
by Japan Raiiway
(JR) president Tet-
suro Tomita on the
Shinkansen net-
work of high-speed  Jupuneio
railway lines in Shimeo Abe
Japan, as weil asde-  pug i b

the station here.

Najib will aiso
take a 320km ride
on the high-speed train to Sendai
after the briefing.

Maiaysian ambassador to Japan
Datuk Ahmad lzlan Idris said the
HSR project was expected to be
among the key points during the
biiateral talks.

"We expect him to again raise the
issue of Japan's strong interest in the
project.”

Other than China. Japan has been
aggressively lobbying for the project
through JR, banking on its reputa-
tion as the first nation to introduce
dedicated railway lines for high-
speed travel. The proposed Malaysia
Singapore HSR link- wili-cut travel
time between Kuala Lumpur and
Singapore to just 90 minutes.

Earlier this month, both govern-
ments decided to push back the Ini-
rial deadline of 2020 for the com-
pletion of the project.

Malaiysia and Singapore hope to
reach an agreement by the end of
the year on the new timeline.

Ahmad Izlan sald Japan and
Malaysia. which have experienced
"exiremely good" bilateral relations,
would focus on enhancing trade, in-
vestment. education and technolo-
gy during Najib's visit.

Japan is Malaysia's third largest
trading panner after China and Sin-
gapore. with RMI3745 billion in voi-

ume last year.

"There will also be focus on the
second phase of Maiaysia's Look
East Policy.” Ahmad Izian told
Malaysian journalists here yester-
day.

He said Najib ahd Abe were also
expected to discuss regional and in-
ternational matters, such as Asean,
which Malaysia is helming current-
ly: the Asean Economic Communit>'
(AEC); South China Sea security and
disputes; as well as Malaysia's role in
the United Nations Security Coun-
cil.

Najib's tight schedule kicks off
with a reception and dinner with
Maiayslan students and communi-
tytoday.

Tomorrow. he wiil have a full day,
kicldng offwith a courtesy call from
Nikkei Inc presi-
dent and chief ex-
ecutive offlcer Tsu-
neo Kita.

Najib and his
wife, Datin Seri
Rosmah Mansor.
willalsohaveanau-
dience with Emper-
or Akihito and Em-
press Michiko at the
Takenoma Hall of
the Imperial
Palace.

I Cipected 10 After that, he will
Hatlons keen receive courtesy
velopment around [uiorest (i the Malaysia- calls from Japanese

Mligh Speed Rall  Foreign Minister

Fumio Kishida and
corporate leaders of
giant Japanese corporations like
East Japan Railway Company. Sum-
itomo Corporation and Mitsui & Co
Ltd.

Majib. who is on his second oAicial
visit to Japan, wlll also attend a
roundtable meeting with 31 captains
of the industry to discuss Malaysia-
Japan economic relations.

At6pm. he will be accorded an
olTicial welcoming ceremony at the
Japanese prime minister's office In
Chiyoda-ku, where he and Abe wiil
hold their bilateral meeting.

The day will end with a dinner
hosted by Abe.

On Tuesday, Najib will be involved
in a Worid Islamic Economic Forum
(WIEF) roundtable, where he is ex-
pected to dellver a keynote address.

He will then depart for the Tokyo
station where he will be briefed on
the Shinkansen network before tak-
ing a ride on the high-speed traln to
Sendai. Najib will also anend a di-
alogue with Malaysian students at
Tohoku University in Sendai.

Rosmah. who will visit the Na-
donal Institute of Radiological Sci-
ence here tomorrow, will visit key
landmarks of the Great East Japan
Earthquake in Sendai on Tuesday.

The prime minLster will depart for
Kuala Lumpur from the Sendai In-
ternational Alrport.




