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East Asia. " 
Present were Transport Min is ter 

Datuk Seri U o w T i o n g Lai. Minister 
in the Pr ime M i n i s t e r s Depart-
ment Datuk Seri Idris Jala and 
Chie f Secretary to the Gove rnmen t 
Tan Sri Dr Al i Hamsa. 

economie , polit ical and social in-
tegrat ion, so that our 600 mi l l ion-
strong populat ion can make the 
mos t of the advan tages that a 
young and increasingly wel i -edu-
cated populace has to o f f e r wi th in 
Asean and with our neighbours in 

and ihree per cent respectlvely. we 
still recorded a healthy 5.6 per cent 
fo r the f i rst quarter o f the year." 

Na j ib said Malaysia's improv ed 
g lobal rankings for compet i t i ve -
ness a n d bus lness f r i e n d l i n e s s 
were the resuit of the strength-
en ing o f the country 's fundamen-
tals via the Economic Trans for -
mat ion P r o g r a m m e and bo ld re-
rorms. 

T h e y inc lude the Hberalisation o f 
the e conomy , removal o f subsidies 
and broaden ing of the tax base. 

B loomberg has rated Malaysia as 
the f i f th most promis ing emerg ing 
market in the wor ld this year. with 
Malays ia b e ing the on l y Asean 
country in its top 10. 

Similarly. IMF and tbe Wor ld 
Bank have placed Malaysia in the 
t op rung o f their rankings for c om-
p e t i t i v e n e s s a n d e a s e o f d o i n g b u s i -
ness. 

" Th i s is the right t ime for Japan 
to work more c losely with Malaysia 
and Asean . 

" A s you know. we wi l l dec lare the 
establ ishment o f the Asean Eco-
nomic C o m m u n i t y by the end o f 
the year. 

" A s chair o f Asean this year, 
Malaysia wil l push an agenda of 

He said Malaysia saw an increas-
ing number o f compan ies f r om 
Japan undertak lng projects related 
to advert is ing and eng ineer ing . 

"Japanese f irms are also act ive in 
Gnancial services, w i th Bank of 
T o k y o - M i t s u b i s h i UFJ, M i z u h o 
Co rpo ra t e Bank and S u m i t o m o 
Mitsui Banking Corp be ing a m o n g 
the major players." 

He said Malaysia, the wor !d 's 
largest sukuk market and the first 
nation to introduce halal-dedicat-
ed industrial estates, cal led Halal 
Parks, had rece ived g row ing in-
terest in Is lamic f inance and the 
halal industry f r o m Japanese in-
vestors. 

"S ince 2010. they have attracted 
US$2J6 bi l l ion (RM8.52 b i l l ion) !n 
investments f rom Ta iwan. Singa-
pore and. I am pleased to say, 
Japan, where more and mor e busi-
nesses seem to be aware o f the 
great oppor tun i t i e s ava i lable in 
Malaysia." 

Na j ib said Malaysia 's so l id fun-
damenta ls and reputat ion drew in 
a record-breaking US$68 bi l l ion in 
fore ign and domes t i c investments 
last year. 

Malaysia 's t rade expanded by 
two per cent to US$445 bll l lon, 
exports by 2.5 per cent to US$235 
bi l l ion and impor ts by 1.4 j)er cent 
to US$210 bi l l ion. 

"Growth was strong at six per 
cent. 

"And , a l though the Internatlonal 
Mone ta ry Fund ( I M F ) and World 
Bank have r e v i s e d d o w n w a r d s 
their g lobal e c onomi c g rowth es-
t imates for thls year to 3.5 per cent 

PR I M E Min i s t e r Datuk Seri 
Na j ib Razak yesterday cal led 
on Japanese corporat ions to 

i n c r e a s e t h e i r i n v e s t m e n t s i n 
. Malaysia, based on the latter 's ster-

l ing track record and strong fun-
damenta ls . 

Speaking at a roundtable meet-
ing w i th 34 Japanese captains of 
industry, he said Malays ia was an 
inves tment haven f o r investors 
f rom Japan. 

"We wil l g i v e a sharper focus to 
e conomlc coopera t ion between the 
t w o count ries." he said, add ing that 
new init iat ives w o u l d create ben-
eiicial oppor tuni t i es and partner-
ships. 

Specia l emphas l s , N a j i b said, 
w o u l d b e g l v e n t o d e v e I o p i n g 
strategic sectors, such as the high-
tech and h igh-end serv ice indus-
tries. 


