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ing actions that would complicate or 
escalate disputes and affect peace 
and stabiiity in the sea." 

Malaysia and Australia believe 
disputes should be settied through 
peaceful means, in accordance with 
international law, includingthe 1982 
United Nadons Convention on the 
LawoftheSea. 

The nations called for the fuli im-
plementation of the Declaration on 
the Conduct of the Parties in the 
South China Sea, and urged the ear-
ly establishment of the Code of Con-
duct in the South China Sea. 

The leaders of both nations reaf-
firmed their commitment to the Five 
Power Defence Arrangements and 
the Malaysia-Australia Joint De-
fence Programme. 

the Indian Ocean Rim Association. 
The statement said the formation 

of the China-initiated Asian Infras-
tructure Investment Bank was weil 
reeeived by the two nations. 

Ministers from both countries 
stressed the importance of promot-
ing a rules-based international or-
der, respect for international law, 
ensuring freedom of navigation and 
overflight of the seas, and unimped-
ed lawful commerce, it added. 

"They expressed concerns about 
recent and ongoing developments 
in the South China Sea, which have 
eroded trust and conAdence and in-
creased tensions. They agreed on 
the critical importance of retraining 
from the use of threat or force, of 
exercising self-restraint and avoid-

importance of the 
East Asia Summit 
as the premier re-
gional forum for 
d i s c u s s i o n o f 
strategic, political 
and economic is-
sues of common 
interest and con-
c e r n . T h e y ex-

pressed support for strengthening 
the East Asia Summit and building 
up its political-security agenda." 

Najib and Turnbull will continue 
to collaborate on regjonal matters of 
c o m m o n i n t e r e s t , i n c l u d i n g 
through the Asean Regional Forum, 
Asean Defence Ministers' Meeting 
Plus, Asia-Pacific Economic Coop-
eration, Asia-Europe Meeting and 

AUSTRALIAN Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull yesterday 
acknowledged the leadership 

of his Malaysian counterpart Datuk 
Seri Najib Razak in fighting terror-. 
ism, saying the cooperation between 
the two countries on the issue "has 
never been stronger". 

Following their first meeting, on 
the sidelines of the ongoing sum-
mits here, Turnbull said: "I want to 
acknowledge the Prime Minister 
(Najib) for the very strong leadership 
you have been giving in the battle 
against terrorism. 

"The leadership you 
have shown as the head 
of.a large Muslim country 
has been known around 
the world. I commend 
you," remarked Turnbull, 
who took over as the Aus-
tralian prime minister in 
September. 

At their bilateral meet-
ing, Turnbull and Najib 
agreed to elevate Aus-
tralia-Malaysia ties to a 
strategic partnership. 

T h e m o v e w i l 1 
strengthen political and 
strategic engagement be-
tween the two nations in developing 
an understanding of issues in the 
Indo-Pacific region and beyond. 

Australia and Malaysia, in a joint 
statement yesterday, emphasised 
their commitment to strengthen the 
Asean-Australia Strategic Partner-
ship and allegiance to biennial sum-
mits beginning next year. 

"The prime ministers affirmed the 


